Planning Committee
Committee Meeting

July 12, 2017

~ Agenda ~

2117 West River Road N
Minneapolis, MN 55411
www.minneapolisparks.org

Wednesday 5:10 PM

Meeting Times are subject to change based on discussion from previous meetings.

I.

CALL TO ORDER
Meg Forney
John Erwin
Brad Bourn
Steffanie Musich
Annie Young

II.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

III.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Chair, Commissioner At Large
Vice Chair, Commissioner At Large
Commissioner District 6
Commissioner District 5
Commissioner At Large

Wednesday, June 28, 2017

IV.

PUBLIC HEARING 6:30 p.m. TIME CERTAIN
4.1

V.

PUBLIC HEARING 6:45 p.m. TIME CERTAIN
5.1

VI.

Public Hearing for South Service Area Master Plan Amendment for Cedar Avenue
Field

Public Hearing for Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park Master Plan Amendments

ACTION ITEMS
6.1

That the Board adopt Resolution 2017-232 captioned as follows:
Resolution 2017-232
Resolution Approving Amendment #1 to the South Service Area Master Plan To
Include a Concept Design for Cedar Avenue Field

6.2

That the Board adopt Resolution 2017-233 captioned as follows:
Resolution 2017-233
Resolution Approving Amendment #1 to the Master Plan for Nokomis-Hiawatha
Regional Park to Include a Concept Design for the Nokomis Athletic Fields and
Designate an Urban Agriculture Area on the East Side of Lake Hiawatha

Committee Meeting
6.3
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July 12, 2017

That the Board adopt Resolution 2017-234 captioned as follows:
Resolution 2017-234
Resolution Approving Encroachment Permit for Use of 1009 Square Feet of Land
in Front of the Subject Property at 2823 Dean Parkway Encroaching Upon a
Parkway Within the Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park, and Collecting
Appropriate Fees Associated with This Encroachment, with the Understanding
that the Encroachment Permit be Irrevocable Unless There is No Longer a House
on the Property or the Property Owner Obtains Access to the Garage from the
Alley

VII.

STUDY/REPORT ITEM
7.1

VIII.

Hiawatha Golf Course Assessment of Pumping

ADJOURNMENT

Planning Committee

2117 West River Road N
Minneapolis, MN 55411

Committee Meeting

June 28, 2017

I.

~ Minutes ~

www.minneapolisparks.org

Wednesday 5:40 PM

CALL TO ORDER

President Tabb Appointed Commissioners Vreeland and Wielinski to serve as
June 28, 2017 Planning Committee members
Chair, Commissioner At Large Meg Forney: Present, Vice Chair, Commissioner At Large
John Erwin: Present, Commissioner District 6 Brad Bourn: Present, Commissioner
District 5 Steffanie Musich: Absent, Commissioner At Large Annie Young: Absent,
Commissioner District 3 Scott Vreeland: Present, Commissioner District 1 Liz Wielinski:
Present.

II.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

RESULT:
MOVER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

III.

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Brad Bourn, Commissioner District 6
Forney, Erwin, Bourn, Vreeland, Wielinski
Steffanie Musich, Annie Young

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Planning Committee - Committee Meeting - Jun 7, 2017 5:40 PM

RESULT:
MOVER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

IV.

ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
John Erwin, Vice Chair, Commissioner At Large
Forney, Erwin, Bourn, Vreeland, Wielinski
Steffanie Musich, Annie Young

ACTION ITEMS
4.1

That the Board adopt Resolution 2017-213 captioned as follows:
Resolution 2017-213
Resolution Approving Encroachment Permit for Use of 347.00 Square Feet of
Land Encroaching Upon Park Properties in Front of the Subject Property at 2863
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Minutes Acceptance: Minutes of Jun 28, 2017 5:40 PM (APPROVAL OF MINUTES)

The time being 9:19 PM, Chair, Commissioner At Large Meg Forney called the meeting
to order.

Committee Meeting
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Chair Forney recused herself from discussion and voting and passed the gavel to
Vice Chair Erwin
RESULT:
AYES:
ABSENT:
RECUSED:

ADOPTED [4 TO 0]
John Erwin, Brad Bourn, Scott Vreeland, Liz Wielinski
Steffanie Musich, Annie Young
Meg Forney
Vice Chair Erwin passed the gavel back to Chair Forney

4.2

That the Board adopt Resolution 2017-224 captioned as follows:
Resolution 2017-224
Resolution Approving Memorandum of Understanding Between Break the
Silence and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Regarding a Memorial to
Survivors of Sexual Violence to be Located in Boom Island Park Within Central
Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park

RESULT:
MOVER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Brad Bourn, Commissioner District 6
Forney, Erwin, Bourn, Vreeland, Wielinski
Steffanie Musich, Annie Young
That the Board adopt Resolution 2017-224 captioned as follows:
Resolution 2017-224
Resolution Approving Memorandum of Understanding Between Break the
Silence and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Regarding a Memorial to
Survivors of Sexual Violence to be Located in Boom Island Park Within Central
Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park
Amend Resolution 2017-224 Insert: RESOLVED, That the Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board make a onetime $150,000.00 (One hundred Fifty Thousand
dollar) matching grant from the reserve fund excess balance towards the
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Minutes Acceptance: Minutes of Jun 28, 2017 5:40 PM (APPROVAL OF MINUTES)

Lake of the Isles Parkway East at Lake of the Isles Park in the Minneapolis Chain
of Lakes Regional Park, Collecting Appropriate Fees Associated with This
Encroachment and Approving an Encroachment Permit for Use of the Existing
Driveway on MPRB Land Located in Front of Adjacent Property at 2859 Lake of
the Isles Parkway East at Lake of the Isles Park in the Minneapolis Chain of Lakes
Regional Park, and Waiving Encroachment Fees Associated with This
Encroachment

Committee Meeting
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construction of a Memorial to Survivors of Sexual Violence;

4.3

AMENDMENT DEFEATED [1 TO 4]
Brad Bourn, Commissioner District 6
Brad Bourn
Meg Forney, John Erwin, Scott Vreeland, Liz Wielinski
Steffanie Musich, Annie Young
That the Board adopt Resolution 2017-225 captioned as follows:
Resolution 2017-225
Resolution Approving a Memorandum of Understanding Between the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board and the City of Minneapolis Directing
Accumulated and Future Parkland Dedication Fees from Development Projects in
Portions of Downtown West and Downtown East and from 1240 Second Street
South to the Downtown East Commons

RESULT:
MOVER:
AYES:
NAYS:
ABSENT:
4.4

ADOPTED [4 TO 1]
Liz Wielinski, Commissioner District 1
John Erwin, Brad Bourn, Scott Vreeland, Liz Wielinski
Meg Forney
Steffanie Musich, Annie Young
That the Board adopt Resolution 2017-226 captioned as follows:
Resolution 2017-226
Resolution Granting a Temporary Construction and Permanent Easement to
Hennepin County for Bridge Purposes in Theodore Wirth Regional Park

Packet Pg. 5

Minutes Acceptance: Minutes of Jun 28, 2017 5:40 PM (APPROVAL OF MINUTES)

RESULT:
MOVER:
AYES:
NAYS:
ABSENT:

Committee Meeting

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
John Erwin, Vice Chair, Commissioner At Large
Forney, Erwin, Bourn, Vreeland, Wielinski
Steffanie Musich, Annie Young

V.

STUDY/REPORT ITEM

VI.

ADJOURNMENT

RESULT:
MOVER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

June 28, 2017

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
John Erwin, Vice Chair, Commissioner At Large
Forney, Erwin, Bourn, Vreeland, Wielinski
Steffanie Musich, Annie Young

Minutes Acceptance: Minutes of Jun 28, 2017 5:40 PM (APPROVAL OF MINUTES)

RESULT:
MOVER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

Page |4

Committee Meeting adjourned at 7:26 PM

Packet Pg. 6

4.1

TO:

Planning Committee

FROM:

Michael Schroeder,

DATE:

July 12, 2017

SUBJECT:

Public Hearing for South Service Area Master Plan Amendment for Cedar Avenue Field

BACKGROUND
A public hearing to consider amending the South Service Area Master Plan (SSAMP) to include a
concept design for Cedar Avenue Field will be held on July 12, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. in the Board
Room of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Headquarters, 2117 West River Road
North. Individuals who would like to speak to the Board of Commissioners about the project
can sign up to speak at the meeting before 6:30 pm on the day of the public hearing.
The SSAMP was adopted by the Board of Commissioners in September of 2016, but it did not
include a design for Cedar Avenue Field. Since SSAMP adoption, MPRB staff have been working
with community members to develop a concept design, which is now complete. The public
hearing is being held to take final comment on the design before the Board of Commissioners
considers its inclusion in the SSAMP document.

RECOMMENDATION
This item is for discussion purposes.

Prepared By: Adam Arvidson, Manager of Public Engagement & Citywide Planning, Strategic
Planning
Review:
Cindy Anderson
Completed
06/26/2017 11:48 AM
Adam Arvidson
Completed
06/27/2017 9:41 AM
Michael Schroeder Completed
06/27/2017 9:53 AM
Jayne Miller Completed
07/02/2017 6:31 PM
Planning Committee Pending
07/12/2017 5:10 PM

Discussion Item (ID # 3591)

Page 1
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TO:

Planning Committee

FROM:

Michael Schroeder,

DATE:

July 12, 2017

SUBJECT:

Public Hearing for Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park Master Plan Amendments

BACKGROUND
A public hearing to consider amending the Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park Master Plan to
include a concept design for Nokomis Athletic Field and a designated Urban Agriculture Area
along the east side of Lake Hiawatha will be held on July 12, 2017 at 6:45 p.m. in the Board
Room of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Headquarters, 2117 West River Road
North. Individuals who would like to speak to the Board of Commissioners about the project
can sign up to speak at the meeting before 6:45 pm on the day of the public hearing.
The Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park Master Plan was adopted by the Board of Commissioners
in March of 2015 but it did not include a design for Nokomis Athletic Field. Since Master Plan
adoption, MPRB staff have been working with community members to develop a concept
design, which is now complete. In addition, the community has expressed a desire for an area
to harvest fruit from trees, which requires designation of an urban agriculture area. The public
hearing is being held to take final comment on the design before the Board of Commissioners
considers its inclusion in the Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park Master Plan document.

RECOMMENDATION
This item is for discussion purposes.

Prepared By: Siciid Ali,, Strategic Planning
Review:
Cindy Anderson
Completed
06/28/2017 2:45 PM
Adam Arvidson
Completed
06/28/2017 4:35 PM
Michael Schroeder Completed
06/29/2017 4:08 PM
Jayne Miller Completed
07/02/2017 6:28 PM
Planning Committee Pending
07/12/2017 5:10 PM

Discussion Item (ID # 3602)

Page 1
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Resolution 2017-232
Resolution Approving Amendment #1 to the South Service Area Master Plan To
Include a Concept Design for Cedar Avenue Field
Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the
Minneapolis parks;
Whereas, The MPRB was founded in 1883 by an Act of the State Legislature, and has the
responsibility to design, improve, and manage parks in Minneapolis;
Whereas, The MPRB in September of 2016 completed and approved the South Service Area
Master Plan (SSAMP) which will guide development, operation, and management of all parks
south of downtown and east of I-35W over the next 20 to 30 years;
Whereas, The SSAMP document as adopted does not include a plan for Cedar Avenue Field,
though the plan set forth a process for amending itself at which time a plan for Cedar Avenue
Field could be completed to the community’s satisfaction;
Whereas, After approximately nine months of additional engagement, a plan for Cedar Avenue
Field is complete;
Whereas, A public hearing has been scheduled to allow for additional public comment prior to
Board of Commissioners action on this amendment; and
Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs”, and
“A safe place to play”;
RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve Amendment #1 to the South Service Area
Master Plan to include a concept design for Cedar Avenue Field; and
RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Resolution 2017-232

Page 1
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6.1

TO:

Planning Committee

FROM:

Michael Schroeder,

DATE:

July 12, 2017

SUBJECT:

Resolution Approving Amendment #1 to the South Service Area Master Plan To Include
a Concept Design for Cedar Avenue Field

BACKGROUND
This Board action considers approving Amendment #1 to the South Service Area Master Plan
(SSAMP) to include a plan for Cedar Avenue Field. By amending the SSAMP, the Board of
Commissioners would endorse the plan for Cedar Avenue Field and incorporate it into the
overall vision for parks. The SSAMP, adopted in September of 2016, is a written and graphic
document that sets a vision for design, improvement, and operations for all parks south of
downtown and east of I-35W over the next 20-30 years.
At the time the SSAMP was adopted, it did not include a plan for Cedar Avenue Field. This was
because of MPRB staff’s inability to effectively engage with the community around the park—
and therefore a reluctance to put forward any design. Beginning in August of 2016, just before
SSAMP adoption, MPRB staff began reconnecting with community members around a park
plan. Over the following nine months, several stages of engagement have led to a concept plan
that staff feels reflects the wants and needs of the community.
According to the policies set forth in the SSAMP document itself regarding amendment (page
275), MPRB staff:
 Have created a park packet outlining the design for Cedar Avenue Field (Attachment A)
 Will hold a public hearing prior to Board of Commissioner consideration of this action at
the July 12 meeting
 Will modify, upon Board of Commissioner approval, the on-line and printed versions of
the document to include the Cedar Avenue Field design as a full part of the SSAMP
document
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
The process to develop a plan for Cedar Avenue Field began on August 2, 2016, at the Little
Earth National Night Out event. MPRB staff attended the event with members of the Little
Earth Residents Association (LERA), took input, and raffled Target gift cards. On November 10,

Resolution 2017-232

Page 2
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6.1

2016, staff discussed the park at the East Phillips Improvement Coalition (EPIC) community
meeting. Also in November, staff met with the Minneapolis Urban Indian Directors (MUID)
public safety committee and its full leadership team. On the same day as the public safety
meeting, November 14, 2016, MPRB staff held an open house—with food—at LERA, adjacent to
the park. Approximately 60 people attended this meeting to provide general input on the park.
No designs had yet been prepared. That event kicked off an approximately three-week “pop-up
open house,” during which input boards lived at LERA. The boards were also subsequently
placed at the East Phillips Recreation Center for approximately two weeks.
Stage two of community engagement featured a community open house on February 8, 2017,
during which two concept designs were shown. Approximately 20 people attended this event,
which was advertised throughout Little Earth and East Phillips by community partners.
Based on the input from the concept design open house, MPRB staff and consultants prepared
a “preferred concept.” The preferred concept was made available for comment in an on-line
survey and, beginning on April 22, 2017, with the EPIC pancake breakfast, in person at East
Phillips Recreation Center and at LERA. More than 60 people filled out the survey, either
digitally or in print at one of the two in-person venues. (See Attachment B for preferred
concept input.)
Overall, response to the preferred concept has been positive. Many people responded who
identify as Native American, as well as youth. The skate park was particularly well received, as
was the idea that the playground should have a resilient rubber (not sand) surface. The
preferred concept was modified slightly—to include some naturalized area in the park and to
consider parking restrictions along 18th Avenue—and is described in the park packet under
consideration for amendment into the SSAMP document (Attachment A).

MASTER PLAN MODIFICATION
If this amendment is approved, the current SSAMP document will be modified in the following
ways:
• The replacement of pages 83-84 with pages 83 through 84-5 (this numbering allows
consistency with printed plans already in the field).
• Removal of all references to Cedar Avenue Field being a “special consideration park.”
• Modification of page 36 to show adoption and amendment.
• Modification of pages 54 and 55 (plan facility overview) to include proposed Cedar
Avenue Field amenities.
• Modification of page 262 (operations cost implications) to include proposed Cedar
Avenue Field amenities.
• Modification of page 270 (total cost of estimated improvements) to include proposed
Cedar Avenue Field amenities.
Resolution 2017-232
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RECOMMENDATION
MPRB staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve Amendment #1 to the
South Service Area Master Plan to include a concept design for Cedar Avenue Field.

This action supports the 2007-2020 MPRB Comprehensive Plan through Vision 1, 3, and 4.
Vision Theme 1: Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate
Goal: People and the environment benefit from the expansion and protection of natural
resources.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs
Goal: Parks shape and evolving city.
Goal: Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on sustainability,
accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.
Vision Theme 4: A safe place to play, celebrate, contemplate, and recreate
Goal: Residents, park visitors, and staff make safe choices in the parks.
Goal: Parks are safe and welcoming by design.
ATTACHMENTS:
•

Attachment B: SSAMP-Cedar-SurveyResponses

(PDF)

•

Attachment A: Neighborhood Park plans - Cedar

(PDF)

Prepared By: Adam Arvidson, Manager of Public Engagement & Citywide Planning, Strategic
Planning
Review:
Cindy Anderson
Completed
06/27/2017 11:19 AM
Adam Arvidson
Completed
06/27/2017 11:28 AM
Michael Schroeder Completed
06/30/2017 9:44 AM
Jayne Miller Completed
07/02/2017 7:59 PM
Planning Committee Pending
07/12/2017 5:10 PM

Resolution 2017-232
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#1

COMPLETE
Collector: Web Link 1 (Web Link)
Started: Monday, April 24, 2017 9:08:27 AM
Last Modified: Monday, April 24, 2017 9:15:26 AM
Time Spent: 00:06:59

PAGE 1

Q1: What do you like or what would you change about the preferred concept for Cedar Field Park?
- Love the interactive water play (only concern, will it be big enough to attract older kids to it)
- Having a volleyball court is nice, is there a place to borrow equipment for the baseball field, volley ball court and
basketball court)
- Great design, only concern is will it be utilized by the community
- love the linear skate park
Q2: Do you have any other comments about the preferred concept?
I love other ideas of incorporating food trees into parks - will that be a possibility here (it is needed in this
neighborhood).

PAGE 2: Please tell us more about yourself.

Q3: In what ZIP code is your home located? (enter 5-digit
ZIP code; for example, 00544 or 94305)

55407

Q4: What is your age?

30-39

Q5: What is the highest level of school you have
completed or the highest degree you have received?

Graduate degree

Q6: How do you self identify?

Female

Q7: Are you White, Black or African-American, American
Indian or Alaskan Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian or
other Pacific islander, or some other race?

From multiple races

Q8: Do you rent or own your home?

Own

1/9
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Attachment: Attachment B: SSAMP-Cedar-SurveyResponses (2017-232 : South Service Area Master Plan Amendment for Cedar Avenue Field)

6.1.a

Cedar Avenue Field Master Plan

Cedar Avenue Field Master Plan
COMPLETE

Attachment: Attachment B: SSAMP-Cedar-SurveyResponses (2017-232 : South Service Area Master Plan Amendment for Cedar Avenue Field)

#2

6.1.a

Collector: Web Link 1 (Web Link)
Started: Monday, April 24, 2017 10:13:44 AM
Last Modified: Monday, April 24, 2017 10:20:26 AM
Time Spent: 00:06:41

PAGE 1

Q1: What do you like or what would you change about the preferred concept for Cedar Field Park?
Great to see skateboarding added to this plan!
Q2: Do you have any other comments about the preferred concept?
Nice to see a mix of activities to bring constant activity.

PAGE 2: Please tell us more about yourself.

Q3: In what ZIP code is your home located? (enter 5-digit
ZIP code; for example, 00544 or 94305)

55419

Q4: What is your age?

40-49

Q5: What is the highest level of school you have
completed or the highest degree you have received?

Bachelor degree

Q6: How do you self identify?

Male

Q7: Are you White, Black or African-American, American
Indian or Alaskan Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian or
other Pacific islander, or some other race?

From multiple races

Q8: Do you rent or own your home?

Own

2/9
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#3

6.1.a

COMPLETE
Collector: Web Link 1 (Web Link)
Started: Monday, April 24, 2017 10:32:46 AM
Last Modified: Monday, April 24, 2017 10:35:59 AM
Time Spent: 00:03:13

PAGE 1

Q1: What do you like or what would you change about the preferred concept for Cedar Field Park?
i like the idea of a skatepark! especially the idea of a linear one like a sort of "snake run" as we call it in the skateboard
community. i would hope the city will get input from local skateboard shops and skaters.
Q2: Do you have any other comments about the preferred concept?
hopefully the linear skatepark is not as small as the example shown in the picture

PAGE 2: Please tell us more about yourself.

Q3: In what ZIP code is your home located? (enter 5-digit
ZIP code; for example, 00544 or 94305)

55311

Q4: What is your age?

21-29

Q5: What is the highest level of school you have
completed or the highest degree you have received?

Associate degree

Q6: How do you self identify?

Male

Q7: Are you White, Black or African-American, American
Indian or Alaskan Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian or
other Pacific islander, or some other race?

From multiple races

Q8: Do you rent or own your home?

Rent

3/9
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Attachment: Attachment B: SSAMP-Cedar-SurveyResponses (2017-232 : South Service Area Master Plan Amendment for Cedar Avenue Field)

Cedar Avenue Field Master Plan

#4

6.1.a

COMPLETE
Collector: Web Link 1 (Web Link)
Started: Monday, April 24, 2017 12:13:49 PM
Last Modified: Monday, April 24, 2017 12:16:04 PM
Time Spent: 00:02:15

PAGE 1

Q1: What do you like or what would you change about the preferred concept for Cedar Field Park?
I like the idea of a minimal linear skatepark that doubles as a pathway. While Minneapolis is in desperate need of more
substantial skateparks, small ones like this are great additions to the neighborhood.
Respondent skipped this
question

Q2: Do you have any other comments about the
preferred concept?

PAGE 2: Please tell us more about yourself.

Q3: In what ZIP code is your home located? (enter 5-digit
ZIP code; for example, 00544 or 94305)

55408

Q4: What is your age?

21-29

Q5: What is the highest level of school you have
completed or the highest degree you have received?

Bachelor degree

Q6: How do you self identify?

Male

Q7: Are you White, Black or African-American, American
Indian or Alaskan Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian or
other Pacific islander, or some other race?

White

Q8: Do you rent or own your home?

Own

4/9
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Attachment: Attachment B: SSAMP-Cedar-SurveyResponses (2017-232 : South Service Area Master Plan Amendment for Cedar Avenue Field)

Cedar Avenue Field Master Plan

#5

6.1.a

COMPLETE
Collector: Web Link 1 (Web Link)
Started: Monday, April 24, 2017 2:50:40 PM
Last Modified: Monday, April 24, 2017 2:53:18 PM
Time Spent: 00:02:37

PAGE 1

Q1: What do you like or what would you change about the preferred concept for Cedar Field Park?
Please allocate as much space/budget as possible to the SkatePark. The City of Minneapolis is so far behind other, far
more rural areas of the country when it comes to skatepark quality and access.
Respondent skipped this
question

Q2: Do you have any other comments about the
preferred concept?

PAGE 2: Please tell us more about yourself.

Q3: In what ZIP code is your home located? (enter 5-digit
ZIP code; for example, 00544 or 94305)

55423

Q4: What is your age?

30-39

Q5: What is the highest level of school you have
completed or the highest degree you have received?

Bachelor degree

Q6: How do you self identify?

Male

Q7: Are you White, Black or African-American, American
Indian or Alaskan Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian or
other Pacific islander, or some other race?

Some other race (please specify) Hispanic

Q8: Do you rent or own your home?

Own

5/9
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Attachment: Attachment B: SSAMP-Cedar-SurveyResponses (2017-232 : South Service Area Master Plan Amendment for Cedar Avenue Field)

Cedar Avenue Field Master Plan

Cedar Avenue Field Master Plan
COMPLETE

Attachment: Attachment B: SSAMP-Cedar-SurveyResponses (2017-232 : South Service Area Master Plan Amendment for Cedar Avenue Field)

#6

6.1.a

Collector: Web Link 1 (Web Link)
Started: Monday, April 24, 2017 10:13:16 PM
Last Modified: Monday, April 24, 2017 10:14:32 PM
Time Spent: 00:01:16

PAGE 1

Q1: What do you like or what would you change about the preferred concept for Cedar Field Park?
Nothing.
Q2: Do you have any other comments about the preferred concept?
No

PAGE 2: Please tell us more about yourself.

Q3: In what ZIP code is your home located? (enter 5-digit
ZIP code; for example, 00544 or 94305)

55407

Q4: What is your age?

50-59

Q5: What is the highest level of school you have
completed or the highest degree you have received?

Bachelor degree

Q6: How do you self identify?

Female

Q7: Are you White, Black or African-American, American
Indian or Alaskan Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian or
other Pacific islander, or some other race?

From multiple races

Q8: Do you rent or own your home?

Own

6/9
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#7

COMPLETE
Collector: Web Link 1 (Web Link)
Started: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 8:24:53 PM
Last Modified: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 8:28:20 PM
Time Spent: 00:03:27

PAGE 1

Q1: What do you like or what would you change about the preferred concept for Cedar Field Park?
Excited to see the skateboard run but it would be nice to have some features besides ramps (rails, ledges etc) to add
interest to the linear skate park component
Q2: Do you have any other comments about the preferred concept?
Excited about the skate park dimension - need more across the city's parks!!

PAGE 2: Please tell us more about yourself.

Q3: In what ZIP code is your home located? (enter 5-digit
ZIP code; for example, 00544 or 94305)

55406

Q4: What is your age?

17 or younger

Q5: What is the highest level of school you have
completed or the highest degree you have received?

Less than high school degree

Q6: How do you self identify?

Male

Q7: Are you White, Black or African-American, American
Indian or Alaskan Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian or
other Pacific islander, or some other race?

White

Q8: Do you rent or own your home?

Other (please specify) still a minor, at home

7/9
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Attachment: Attachment B: SSAMP-Cedar-SurveyResponses (2017-232 : South Service Area Master Plan Amendment for Cedar Avenue Field)

6.1.a

Cedar Avenue Field Master Plan

#8

COMPLETE
Collector: Web Link 1 (Web Link)
Started: Thursday, April 27, 2017 4:41:32 PM
Last Modified: Thursday, April 27, 2017 4:45:46 PM
Time Spent: 00:04:14

PAGE 1

Q1: What do you like or what would you change about the preferred concept for Cedar Field Park?
So excited to see some development for the skateparks!! Would recommend some added skate features if possible
Q2: Do you have any other comments about the preferred concept?
We need more skatepark development in Minneapolis!! Our skateparks lag way behind our surrounding communities make this sport which is so accessible for many possible for our youth! Hope to see more improvements to the
skateparks

PAGE 2: Please tell us more about yourself.

Q3: In what ZIP code is your home located? (enter 5-digit
ZIP code; for example, 00544 or 94305)

55406

Q4: What is your age?

40-49

Q5: What is the highest level of school you have
completed or the highest degree you have received?

Graduate degree

Q6: How do you self identify?

Female

Q7: Are you White, Black or African-American, American
Indian or Alaskan Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian or
other Pacific islander, or some other race?

White

Q8: Do you rent or own your home?

Own

8/9
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Attachment: Attachment B: SSAMP-Cedar-SurveyResponses (2017-232 : South Service Area Master Plan Amendment for Cedar Avenue Field)
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Cedar Avenue Field Master Plan

#9

COMPLETE
Collector: Web Link 1 (Web Link)
Started: Monday, May 01, 2017 10:04:11 AM
Last Modified: Monday, May 01, 2017 10:12:06 AM
Time Spent: 00:07:54

PAGE 1

Q1: What do you like or what would you change about the preferred concept for Cedar Field Park?
The solid rubber surfacing on the play area is a very good idea. I think it will last longer than wood chips or pebbles and,
not to mention, is far comfier for its users. I also like that the water-jet play area can alternatively be used as a
performance center.
Q2: Do you have any other comments about the preferred concept?
I think including as much green space as possible (within reason) would be great. Including green space is vital to a
thriving community and healthy environment, especially just outside of a very dense city.

PAGE 2: Please tell us more about yourself.

Q3: In what ZIP code is your home located? (enter 5-digit
ZIP code; for example, 00544 or 94305)

55407

Q4: What is your age?

21-29

Q5: What is the highest level of school you have
completed or the highest degree you have received?

Bachelor degree

Q6: How do you self identify?

Female

Q7: Are you White, Black or African-American, American
Indian or Alaskan Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian or
other Pacific islander, or some other race?

White

Q8: Do you rent or own your home?

Rent
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CEDAR AVENUE FIELD
LOCATION AND HISTORY

previously donated land and funds to create Stewart
Park farther west. In October of 1916 Stewart donated
1.89 acres of land (about one-half block) across 25th
Street from the original South High School.

Cedar Avenue Field sits on a portion of a block
between Cedar and 18th Avenues in the East Phillips
neighborhood. Immediately to the north is the Little
Earth Residents Association (LERA) building and the
Little Earth of United Tribes Community is located
across Cedar Avenue to the east. Cedar Avenue
serves as the primary public park for the Little Earth
Community.
In the summer of 1916 MPRB received petitions from
area residents for a neighborhood park. MPRB reached
out to David Stewart of St. Albans, Maine, who had

Without assessment, the park board could only
implement the ballfield, so in 1920 the field was graded
and a backstop and benches were installed, as well
as a sandbox for children. Playground equipment was
installed in 1921.
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In 1973, the 212-unit housing development Little Earth
was constructed east of Cedar Avenue and on the land
occupied by the original South High School. Little Earth
is the only American Indian preference project-based
Section 8 rental assistance community in the United
States.
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Cedar Avenue Field was upgraded in 1969 with the
installation of playground equipment and creation of a
hard-surfaced play area. The park was renovated again
in 2003 with new playground equipment, a basketball
court, and landscaping improvements. The hard courts
were resurfaced in 2011.
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In response to requests for improving the land in 1919,
the park board authorized spending up to $1,000 to
improve the empty ground for a small combination
baseball and football field. The action came in response
to several requests, including one from the coach at
South High School for his teams to be able to use
the field. This was part of an overall plan for the park,
featured in the 1919 annual report, which included a
playground for children, a small shelter and wading
pool. The estimated cost of the plan was $30,000, which
would have been assessed against property owners
in the area. The park is named for the street that runs
alongside it.

EXISTING CONDITIONS AND CHARACTER

i

i
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Minneapolis

Park & Recreation Board

Cedar Field currently contains a play area, a basketball
court with two back-to-back hoops, and an informal

i

open field that is used for baseball practice and other
lawn activities. Pathways wander through the park, with
benches and picnic tables scattered throughout. The
park is protected from busy Cedar Avenue by a low
berm and fence. Additional fencing along the southern
edge of the park separates it from housing and an alley.
Yet another fence defines the northern boundary of the
park and creates a separation between the Little Earth
buildings and the park. Near the northeastern corner
of the park, a pedestrian bridge with switchback ramps
allows pedestrians to cross over Cedar Avenue to other
areas of Little Earth.
During the community engagement process for
Cedar Avenue Field, safety concerns were frequently
expressed. Specifically stated was the fact that the
park may be serving as a “safe haven” for illegal activity.
As described repeatedly by community members, the
Little Earth Community, being private, can patrol for and
evict trespassers anywhere—until they enter the public
land of the park. An ongoing discussion about making
the park more safe, potentially through involvement by
Little Earth, is warranted.
Overall, the park is a shady greenspace within a dense
urban community. It is only a few blocks from East
Phillips Park but has a much different user group and a
much different feel. Cedar Avenue Field seems more
relaxed and passive than East Phillips—more casual
and cool. The amenities within the park are in moderate
condition, though several safety concerns were raised
related to specific park assets. The community notes
regular sale of illegal drugs from cars parked for
extensive periods of time along 18th Avenue. Those
drugs are often used immediately in the park, on the
benches and tables along 18th, and paraphernalia is
often disposed of in the playground sand. Children and
parents regularly find needles and other materials in the
playground, and currently MPRB’s maintenance staff sift
the sand regularly to remove them. The benches and
tables are in very poor condition and the playground
surfacing should be reconsidered.
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6.1.b

CONNECTIONS BETWEEN PARKS

Wayfinding and connections from Cedar Avenue
Field should focus on:
•

The City of Minneapolis’ 18th Avenue
bikeway, which connects north to East
Phillips Park and south to the Midtown
Greenway.

Existing Conditions: Cedar Avenue Field
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THE PROPOSED DESIGN

The design for Cedar Avenue Field is meant to improve
safety in the park while also bringing new and unique
amenities for a larger age range of youth in the
neighborhood. The playground is retained in its same
general location—though refurbished at the end of its
useful life. The playground area has a full resilient
rubber surface (or equivalent), which will prevent the
disposal of drug paraphernalia. As this is a critical
concern for the community, it would be possible and
recommended to replace the surfacing in the short
term, even if the playground equipment itself is not
immediately replaced. Another change meant to
improve safety is the removal of all seating on the 18th
Avenue side of the park. A new picnic area, with tables,
grills, and a small open-air shelter, is located in the
northeast corner of the park. This area—though closer
to Cedar Avenue—will allow for the desired use of the
park for picnicking, but create less of a convenient
grounds for drug purchase and use. In addition, MPRB
should work with the city and community to advocate for
restricted parking along 18th Avenue, to prevent longterm staging of drug sale vehicles.
Overall the park features a curving path with more
active uses on one side and open green space on the
other. The green space accommodates a practice
baseball field with backstop but can also be used for
pick-up soccer, kite-flying, lawn games, gatherings, and
other uses. The active side includes the playground,
a new full-court basketball court (which could include
multiple baskets at varying heights along the sidelines
for multi-age play) and a paved volleyball court. A
“skate trail” snakes along the eastern edge of the park,
between the courts and the Cedar Avenue fence. This
linear skate facility will attract a variety of age groups to
the park and improve safety through increased activity.
The trail should be hard surfaced and include a variety
of banked curves, jumps, rails, and other exciting
features.

At the northern end of the park, adjacent to the Little
Earth buildings, the design breaks down the barrier
between park and Little Earth, in order to facilitate more
deliberate use of the park by youth and adults in the
community. A new plaza stretches from the southern
building entrance into the park. The plaza could feature
large tables for games and homework, permanent
ping-pong tables, large-scale chess and checkers, and
other fun ideas for play. This space is meant to be very
flexible, to be used for outdoor classes, kids hanging
out, families having lunch together, formal ceremonies,
and whatever else the community can think of. To the
side of this is a small water-jet play area. This feature
will help activate the plaza, provide a lovely backdrop
for the park as a whole, and also offer a small scale
water play zone. The jets can be turned off and the
area converted to a small stage for performances,
gatherings, and ceremonies. The programming of the
plaza and water play spaces should be considered an
open discussion with the Little Earth Community and
larger neighborhood. Regular involvement in and use
of the park by the immediately adjacent community will
increase safety in the park and make it more fun for
all users. MPRB should continue discussions with the
community about management and programming of the
space, for the mutual benefit of community youth and
MPRB maintenance and public safety staff.

Throughout the discussions of the design concepts, the
community had many suggestions and ideas related
to lighting and fencing. These discussions should be
continued during detailed design. Lighting in the park is
important for safety reasons, and permanent cameras
should be considered. Fencing along 18th Avenue is
not recommended, except where necessary for the
baseball diamond. Fencing along Cedar Avenue and
the southern property line is retained, but the northern
fencing between the park and Little Earth is removed to
allow improved connectivity.

KNOWN LAND USE AND COORDINATION
ISSUES

Coordination with Little Earth of United Tribes will be
necessary during implementation of the northern plaza
space, as it will cross the MPRB property line. Little
Earth was involved in the master planning process and
community members endorse this concept.
Coordination with the City of Minneapolis and advocacy
from the East Phillips Improvement Coalition (EPIC)
and Little Earth will be necessary to implement parking
restrictions along 18th Avenue.

OPERATIONS ESTIMATE

CEDAR AVENUE FIELD
Total Per Unit
FACILITIES
Operations Cost
Interactive Water Play $
15,000
Half Court Basketball $
1,000
Full Court Basketball $
1,500
Outdoor Gathering Space $
10,000
Group Shelter $
4,000
Skate Park $
7,500
Difference


Qty
1
‐2
1
1
1
1
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Cost
$
15,000
$
(2,000)
$
1,500
$
10,000
$
4,000
$
7,500
$
36,000
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2: Initial Concepts

3: The Preferred Concept

Winter-Spring 2017

Now

Input themes prior to initial concepts

Input themes on initial concepts

Key elements of the concept

aquatics

Want a water feature in the park: a
pool or splash pad

Like water-jet plaza

Addition of water-jet plaza as flexible play space

Play equipment isn’t very nice and
needs renovation

Prefer play area in same general
location, not nearer to 18th Avenue

Traditional play area renovated in generally the same
location as existing

Sand surface is a major safety
problem: drug paraphernalia is often
hidden in the sand

Strongly support playground with all
resilient surfacing

Commitment to playground with resilient surfacing, for
safety reasons

Open field space is important, for
baseball practice and general play

Real need expressed for baseball
practice field, about same size as
today

Multi-use, grass-infield baseball field renovated in generally
the same location as existing, with improved backstop and
fencing

Basketball very important in the park

Like full court basketball

Replacement of small half-court basketball with full-court, in
same general location as existing

Volleyball would be nice

Hard-court volleyball will be used

no comments

no comments

winter

courts

athletics

1: General Input
Fall-Winter 2016

play

CEDAR FIELD PARK
PROCESSES

Addition of hard-court volleyball

No formal winter facilities planned for this park
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other

landscape

PROCESSES (CONTINUED)
1: General Input
Fall-Winter 2016

2: Initial Concepts
Winter-Spring 2017

Now

Input themes prior to initial concepts

Input themes on initial concepts

Key elements of the concept

no comments specific to Cedar; many
comments want more natural areas in
parks

no comments specific to Cedar; many
comments want more natural areas in
parks

Naturalized landscape on Cedar Avenue side of park

Safety at the park is a major concern,
consider additional lighting, earlier
park closure, more activity to bring
people in
Concern about lack of connection
between park and Little Earth
community

18th Avenue frontage is a major
concern: the area attracts crime and
drug use

3: The Preferred Concept

Suggest enhanced lighting and
cameras
Like plaza space reaching north to
LERA building
Prefer removal of seating and other
activities from 18th Avenue side, as
opposed to increasing activity there
with play area
Some desire to retain picnicking on
18th Avenue side, or return it in the
future
Suggestion to restrict parking along
18th Avenue

Concern that park is a "safe haven" for
perpetrators of crime, because it can't
be managed the same way as the rest
of Little Earth

Though not included at the level of the concept plan,
enhanced security should be considered in operations
discussions
Addition of northern plaza space including gathering areas,
games, and seating

Tables and grills relocated to eastern side of park

Addition of a group picnic shelter
Recommendaton to work with city to restrict parking on
18th Avenue
Recommendation continued coordination between Little
Earth and MPRB on programming and activation of the park
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COST ESTIMATE

Asset Type

2017 ESTIMATED
COST

Project

Aquatics

Water Plaza including pavement and
programmable jets

Play

Traditional Play Structure in same general
location, all resilient surfacing

Athletics

Athletic field renovation including turf renovation
and backstop

Implementation Sequence

Prioritization
Category

Applicable SSAMP
Actions

$

stand-alone (requires some
walk renovation)
328,545
PLANNED

16, 20a

$

872,698

stand-alone

PLANNED

16, 23b, 23d

$

386,040

stand-alone

PLANNED

16, 21b
16, 22a
16
26, 29

Courts
Courts
Landscape

Basketball Court: full court
Volleyball Court: paved
Naturalized areas within park

$
$
$

stand-alone (requires some
walk renovation)
106,777
PLANNED
stand-alone
65,709
PLANNED
with skate trail
6,571
PLANNED

Other

Outdoor gathering space : plaza with tables and
activities

$

249,694

stand-alone

PLANNED

16

Other

Skate Trail: linear skate park

$

246,409

with or after basketball

PLANNED

16, 18

Other

Group picnic shelter

$

90,350

stand-alone

PLANNED

16, 18

Other

Renovate walking paths

$

82,793

with other projects

PLANNED

16

Other

Miscl. signs, trees, furniture

$

15,604

with other projects

PLANNED

9

TOTAL

$

2,385,481
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6.2

Resolution 2017-233
Resolution Approving Amendment #1 to the Master Plan for Nokomis-Hiawatha
Regional Park to Include a Concept Design for the Nokomis Athletic Fields and
Designate an Urban Agriculture Area on the East Side of Lake Hiawatha
Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the
Minneapolis parks;
Whereas, The MPRB was founded in 1883 by an Act of the State Legislature, and has the
responsibility to design, improve, and manage parks in Minneapolis;
Whereas, The MPRB is one of ten park-implementing agencies working in coordination with the
Metropolitan Council’s Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission (MPOSC) to develop,
operate and maintain the regional park system;
Whereas, In 2015, the MPRB completed a community-driven master planning process for
Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park, which was enacted to guide development, operation, and
management of the park over the next 25 years;
Whereas, The Master Plan did not finalize an athletic field design at that time and the NokomisHiawatha community has indicated interest in the improvement and redevelopment of athletic
fields at Nokomis;
Whereas, The community has also indicated a strong interest in Urban Agriculture activities at
Lake Hiawatha;
Whereas, Both the athletic field concept and the inclusion of an urban agriculture area would
require an amendment to the Nokomis-Hiawatha Master Plan;
Whereas, The MPRB Planning staff has, over the past several months, provided community
engagement opportunities to gain understanding and to listen to the Nokomis-Hiawatha
community and its interests for this regional park;
Whereas, A public hearing has been scheduled on July 12, 2017, to allow for additional public
comment on the proposed amendment of the Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park Master Plan;
and
Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions: “Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate;” “Recreation
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that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense of community;” and “Dynamic
parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs, and a safe place to play;”
RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve Amendment #1 to the master plan for
Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park to include a concept design for the Nokomis Athletic Fields
and to designate an urban agriculture area on the east side of Lake Hiawatha; and
RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO:

Planning Committee

FROM:

Michael Schroeder,

DATE:

July 12, 2017

SUBJECT:

Resolution Approving Amendment #1 to the Master Plan for Nokomis-Hiawatha
Regional Park to Include a Concept Design for the Nokomis Athletic Fields and Designate
an Urban Agriculture Area on the East Side of Lake Hiawatha

BACKGROUND
This Board action considers Amendment #1 to the Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park Master
Plan (Master Plan). The Master Plan, adopted in 2015, is a written and graphic document
intended to relate current park data and analysis, communicate a plan for the park’s future, and
guide strategic implementation of the plan over the next 25 years. The master plan document
reflects the recommendations of an appointed Community Advisory Committee (CAC), which
met seven times between May and September in 2014.
During the master planning process, no final decision was made on the Nokomis Athletic Field.
The main reason for suspending a decision was to allow time for a final determination to be
made on Bossen Field, which has now been completed (Bossen is currently under construction
as primarily a softball complex with associated community amenities). Some members of the
Nokomis-Hiawatha community would like closure on the Nokomis athletic field discussion so
that funding mechanisms and partnerships can be initiated to improve those fields.
In the Master Plan, the eastern portion of Lake Hiawatha was shown as a mix of open lawn area
and naturalized habitat areas. Subsequently, the community has expressed interest in having the
ability to harvest from fruit trees in this area. Though any harvesting in parks will require an
ordinance change (a change that is in the works and which will come before the Board for
consideration at an upcoming Board meeting), the Urban Agriculture Activity Plan, adopted in
2014, calls for the official designation of any areas where harvesting may take place. The intent
of this amendment would be to designate such an area where individuals may harvest from fruit
trees within the mixed naturalized and park-like environment, as planned in the Master Plan.
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Though a Master Plan amendment is not included in the CIP, Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board (MPRB) Planning staff developed and submitted a community engagement plan. The
process to amend the Master Plan reconsidered historic community engagement and provided
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additional engagement activities. Staff reached out to Master Plan CAC members to make them
aware of the discussion around these amendments.
Several community engagement meetings were conducted recently with the Nokomis-Hiawatha
community, especially current park users and nearby residents. MPRB Planning staff met with
league teams that currently use the athletic fields, urban agriculture advocates, and MPRB’s
Recreation and Forestry Divisions. At least one thousand (1,000) people attended the 2017 Arbor
Day Celebration at Lake Hiawatha where MPRB Planning staff also attended and took input. In
addition, this prospective project was also promoted on the MPRB website and through its GovDelivery service. A community open house was held at the Lake Nokomis Recreation Center on
May 25, 2017, to gather specific comment from community members considering both
amendment topics where more than forty (40) people attended. An online survey released
immediately after the open house garnered approximately 290 comments from the public. (See
Attachment E for a general staff-generated summary of all community engagement at all events.)
MASTER PLAN AMENDMENTS
MPRB Planning staff has identified two specific amendments for the Nokomis-Hiawatha Master
Plan.
Urban Agriculture Area
The first specific amendment is the inclusion of a designated urban agriculture area along the
East side of Lake Hiawatha. This area would feature fruit and nut trees available for harvest by
the community at large. Designation of an official urban agriculture area is necessary to comply
with certain likely ordinance updates and policies.
During the community engagement period, a map of Lake Hiawatha was shown to the
community with the entire eastern side of Lake Hiawatha highlighted to show the possible
location of an urban agriculture area.
One of the questions the community was asked at the 2017 Arbor Day Celebration and also
through an online survey, was to indicate which option was preferred: either a naturalized
landscape that provides habitat benefit only or a foraging area where humans may take fruit.
From participants at both the Arbor Day Celebration, the open house, and through the online
survey, the result was a 48% interest for an urban agriculture foraging woodland area and a
38% interest in a naturalized landscape. (See Attachment D for narrative comments.)
Based on that feedback, specifically the split between urban agriculture and a habitat-only
perspective, staff has modified the original limits of the proposed urban agriculture area. The
designated urban agriculture is still large, but does not include the naturalized shorelines of the
lake and creek (Attachment B).
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Nokomis Athletic Fields
The second specific amendment of the Master Plan is for the athletic fields near the Lake
Nokomis main beach. MPRB Planning staff, in collaboration with MPRB Recreation staff, created
two design concepts to share with the community. Both provided increased open space for a
variety of field sports. Both concepts had large enough open space to accommodate one
Australian football field or three adult soccer fields or any variety of smaller field arrangements
for ultimate Frisbee, flag football, or youth soccer. Around the edges of the field, the concepts
showed either six or seven improved softball diamonds where the outfields do not overlap. The
main idea behind both concepts was to create broad flexibility in field arrangement and striping,
while ensuring that the very largest of possible fields could be accommodated without
overlapping softball infields.
A majority of the community, as well as the MPRB Recreation staff, supported the concept with
fewer (six) softball diamonds, which provides the most open space for a variety of field sports
while still meeting programming needs for adult softball (when the new fields at Bossen are
taken into account). MPRB’s Recreation Division was closely consulted throughout the design
process. Community stakeholders were specifically interested in a regraded open field which can
be used to play sports such as soccer, rugby, Australian football, Frisbee and others. The
Nokomis-Hiawatha community also reinforced the need for trails and a parking lot to be
included in a revised Master Plan design. (See Attachment C for on-line survey input, which was
similar to open house input.)
The preferred concept (Attachment A) features six softball diamonds and a large open multi-use
field, with adjustments to improve safety along trails and roadways.
Master Plan Changes
The current Nokomis-Hiawatha Master Plan document, with the approval of this Board action,
would be amended as follows:
• Page 37: Replace “Plan” with the preferred athletic field concept (Attachment A). Note
there are no proposed changes to areas east of the Parkway.
• Page 38: Modify Main Beach Activity Center Plan Recommendation #9 to read, “Regrade
and construct the Athletic Field with six ball diamonds and a large multi-use open
space.”
• Page 41: Add the designated urban agriculture area boundary to the “Plan,” as shown
on Attachment B.
• Page 42: Add Lake Hiawatha Recommendation #13: “Plant fruit and nut trees for human
harvest and provide community education within a designated urban agriculture area
along the East side of Lake Hiawatha.”

RECOMMENDATION
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MPRB staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve Amendment #1 to the
master plan for Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park to include a concept design for the Nokomis
Athletic Fields and to designate an urban agriculture area on the east side of Lake Hiawatha.
This action supports the 2007-2020 MPRB Comprehensive Plan through:
Vision Theme 1:
Goal:
Goal:

Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate
Residents and visitors enjoy and understand the natural environment
People and the environment benefit from the expansion and protection
of natural resources.

Vision Theme 2:

Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense
of community
Residents, visitors, and workers enjoy opportunities to improve health
and fitness.
People connect through parks and recreation.
Parks provide a center for community living.

Goal:
Goal:
Goal:
Vision Theme 3:
Goal:
Goal:

Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs
Parks shape and evolving city.
Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.

ATTACHMENTS:
•

Attachment A: Preferred Field Concept

(PDF)

•

Attachment B: Urban Ag board

(PDF)

•

Attachment C: Survey Monkey Field Design Concepts (PDF)

•

Attachment D: Urban Ag Survey Results

•

Attachment E: Nokomis-Hiawatha Comment Summary

(PDF)
(PDF)

Prepared By: Siciid Ali,, Strategic Planning
Review:
Cindy Anderson
Completed
06/28/2017 11:34 AM
Adam Arvidson
Completed
06/28/2017 4:31 PM
Michael Schroeder Completed
06/29/2017 4:31 PM
Jayne Miller Completed
07/02/2017 8:07 PM
Planning Committee Pending
07/12/2017 5:10 PM
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Preferred Concept Nokomis Athletic Field Layout

KEY
ADULT SIZE
SOFTBALL FIELD

Softball Out-Field
Softball In-Field

SOCCER FIELD
(HIGH SCHOOL SIZE)

N

AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL FIELD
TRAILS
PARKING AREA (60 spaces)

6.2.

Designated Urban Agriculture/Habitat Area

proposed area
designated for
urban agriculture/
habitat
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Q1 What do you like or dislike about
concept A?
Answered: 237

Skipped: 58

#

Responses

Date

1

Too many baseball/softball fields.

6/26/2017 11:55 PM

2

I like most of concept A. Wish changes to he park were apparent.

6/26/2017 7:14 PM

3

Like ADA accessibility, Sand volleyball, enhanced pedestrian crossing for safety and improvements to the beach
pavilion. Dislike any unecessary realignment of the creek--let it be where it is. Not sure if I'm interpreting this right, but
also dislike any added parking particularly on the west side of the road where softball fields are today--discourage the
use of automobiles to get to the park. People can bike, walk, run, etc.

6/26/2017 12:59 PM

4

I Dislike that if there are events happening on the baseball/softball fields, there is no room for other activities.
Currently there are groups that are trying to share the space with groups on the softball fields, and there is no room.

6/24/2017 11:45 AM

5

I love the sand volleyball courts, and the extra parking. Hooraycfor enhanced pedestrians crossing!

6/24/2017 9:15 AM

6

If all those fields are in use most of the time it may be wise to have a playset on that side of the street so (theoretically)

6/22/2017 9:02 AM

the parents can see their children.
7

After fixing up Bossen field - turn Nokomis fields into soccer - Aus. football fields - forget softball fields

6/21/2017 2:57 PM

8

I like that there is room for a full Australian rules football field.

6/21/2017 2:40 PM

9

neutral

6/20/2017 2:23 PM

10

The Aussie field makes it impossible to use any of the soccer fields while they are using theirs.

6/19/2017 8:52 PM

11

it does not have a rugby pitch

6/19/2017 3:14 PM

12

The non-baseball space in the middle looks too small.

6/19/2017 1:11 PM

13

The inclusion of an australian rules football pitch.

6/19/2017 12:17 PM

14

There is not a dedicated rugby pitch or soccer pitch. If you installed uprights you would make playing center field for
any softballer extremely difficult so how about one pitch and two less softball fields. Let's be realistic, ruggers and
soccer players use that space much more during the year than anyone swinging a stick.

6/19/2017 12:13 PM

15

Supports Design Concept I like the multiple uses for the area and the space necessary for large field sports.

6/18/2017 6:43 PM

16

Parking Supports Design Concept I do like the more parking on north side of Lake Nokomis Parkway. I hope it is
not paid parking. I live in the neighborhood & hate the idea of paying for parking just to visit my neighborhood
park/beach. I am low income, and a couple dollars in parking makes a difference in my life. I like to swim every day in

6/18/2017 5:01 PM

summer, and this would be $14 week even at $2/pop.It is also a hassle to find the parking machine, figure out how it
works- especially in the cold or at night- they are very difficult to read & the numbers get worn off the machines. I
cannot read the display without reading glasses, which i do NOT need to drive- so when arriving for a simple swim,
need to bring the glasses, put them on, carry a credit card which I do not want to leave unatteneded in car or
unattended at beach, go to & from the car to the machine which is NEVER easy to find, having to lock & unlock the
car multiple times because the car is not visible from the machine, and it's a giant hassle.
17

Supports Design Concept I like the large green space in between the softball fields. Enough space for different

6/15/2017 10:01 PM

types of sports.
18

Austrailian Football Supports Design Concept I like available of the oval between the 4 diamonds on the north
end

6/14/2017 11:39 PM

19

Austrailian Football Opposes Design Concept There seems to allot of baseball fields. As a rugby player for the
East Side Banshees, it would be really cool if we could have our own pitch (Field).

6/14/2017 1:14 PM

20

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Parking It's all softball. When a softball field is installed the infield area is
unusable for anything else. Get rid of the infields and the area becomes much more versatile. Not much parking.

6/14/2017 12:32 PM

People will have to park in the streets.
21

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Looks good, but worried about the safety of outfield baseball players who'll
have to navigate goal posts from the aussie rules field. Suggest the middle Diamond face east rather than north (if
that many diamonds are even needed?)

1 / 11

6/14/2017 10:32 AM
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Nokomis-Hiawatha Master Plan Amendment

6.2.c

Nokomis-Hiawatha Master Plan Amendment
Austrailian Football Design Suggestion Supports Design Concept I LIKE: -the Australian Rules Football field

6/14/2017 8:41 AM

as the Minnesota Freeze, the local Australian Rules Football team, has been there for I think at least ten years and
they deserve that stability. -the naturalized shoreline, but let's make sure we're using native plants and maintaining
them so we're not introducing another buckthorn or rosa multiflora etc. -sand volleyball pits. Very popular currently and
brings a fun and athletic crowd but also will write about this in dislike. I DISLIKE: -the new bike trail north of Minnehaha
Parkway. We don't need another trail right there. Plus to make that bridge over the creek you'll have to cut down all the
mulberry trees there and that will be a sad loss for the area. That area should be used but a fairly useless stretch of
bike trail in an already serviced area is not the best use. -the oversaturation of softball fields in the athletic fields will
make it difficult for others to use the field. Anyone not playing softball will have to watch out for getting hit by softballs
or have softball outfielders encroach on their playing areas. The three southernmost fields are good but seven fields?
What soccer team will be able to fit in there? Will the Aussie Rules Football team be able to host games on Saturday
afternoons at all? Too many softball fields. -sand volleyball pits. Will you be cutting down the black walnut trees in that
area to make these sand volleyball pits? That black walnut stand is a Lake Nokomis treasure. Nowhere in the
Minneapolis park system do I see a greater density of black walnuts than that area next to Lake Nokomis. It would be a
great shame to lose them.
23

Opposes Design Concept Lack of alternative sports facilities

6/14/2017 6:43 AM

24

Baseball Opposes Design Concept See below. Biggest dislike is that the plan only focuses on baseball and no
other sports.

6/14/2017 5:46 AM

25

Baseball Opposes Design Concept I understand the need for different fields for softball, but I truly feel that it is
too much for this huge plot of land not to use it for something else.

6/14/2017 2:54 AM

26

Opposes Design Concept Concept A needs a rugby field.

6/13/2017 11:37 PM

27

Opposes Design Concept There needs to be space dedicated to regulation-size rugby pitches. The last thing City
parks need are more softball fields!

6/13/2017 11:23 PM

28

Opposes Design Concept Parking To many diamonds and not enough parking

6/13/2017 9:51 PM

29

Opposes Design Concept Rugby Rugby is amazing and this is an exceptional use of space

6/13/2017 9:14 PM

30

Austrailian Football Opposes Design Concept Needs a rugby pitch

6/13/2017 7:45 PM

31

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Too many softball/baseball fields.

6/13/2017 6:54 PM

32

Baseball Opposes Design Concept I don't like how much softball field use there is. We can utilize the space
much better to get more forms of activities. Especially try to squeeze a good size rugby/ soccer field with goals and

6/13/2017 6:09 PM

post to ensure every aspect is accomplished.
33

Baseball Opposes Design Concept I like the expanded parking for the athletic fields, along with the variety of

6/13/2017 5:49 PM

sporting fields. Along with added volleyball courts and a new fishing pier. What I don't like is the clutter of the added
baseball diamond, I feel with a park like Bosson so close getting added fields we could have the lake less cluttered for
more well variety of sports.
34
35

Supports Design Concept The Location is for the park is fantastic. The layout and spacing is great.

6/13/2017 5:37 PM

Austrailian Football Opposes Design Concept The site needs a rugby pitch, not an Australian football site.

6/13/2017 5:35 PM

Rugby is a fast growing sport and will bring lots of people to the park for games and tournaments.
36

Baseball Opposes Design Concept The only sport I see represented is baseball.

6/13/2017 5:28 PM

37

Austrailian Football Opposes Design Concept Rugby Why is there no mention of a permanent rugby field?
The community has had 2 rugby teams for over 30 years in Minneapolis. The northern team plays at Columbia heights

6/13/2017 5:21 PM

Park. The southern team has no field and practices at Solomon Park, which is a former dump. There is concrete
coming up from beneath the grass. Rugby and concrete do not mix. Please consider A PERMANENT RUGBY FIELD.
Not the same as Aussie rules, which has a much smaller following.
38

Opposes Design Concept Rugby I would like to see a rugby pitch. I am a supporter of the Eastside Banshees
Rugby club and it would be wonderful for them the have a nice pitch to practice and play on. Thank you!

6/13/2017 5:08 PM

39

The open plan in the fields allows for lots of places to play other than just baseball. I wish there was more of an
expansive boulevard towards the beach house

6/13/2017 4:57 PM
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I like the parking spaces in the athletics field. I'm the past it was never convenient to access the field without crossing
a relatively busy street. I like that there is a walking path across the center of the field so people do not have to walk

6/13/2017 4:36 PM

through a field of grass to go to the other side of the park. I like the addition of the sand volleyball courts at the beach.
The pearl park volleyball nets are used frequently by families during the summer and they are on a hard surface, I
believe having sand volleyball will provide families and fans of the sport to use a more convenient space. I question
the need for seven softball fields, I know that adult softball is very popular and kickball/little league can use the fields
too but the seasons are petty short and backstops are not removable like field goal posts. I think that removing two
softball fields could create more room for high school sized soccer fields and still leave five softball fields.
41

I do like the fact it shows possible soccer/rugby pitches on these plans.

6/13/2017 4:31 PM

42

Opposes Design Concept Rugby I wish there was a rugby field of soccer girls that could be used as a rugby field.

6/13/2017 4:20 PM

43

Opposes Design Concept Rugby Lack of rugby space

6/13/2017 3:47 PM

Opposes Design Concept Rugby Love it besides the fact that there is no rugby pitch. I highly dislike that there is

6/13/2017 3:25 PM

44

no rugby pitch.
45

Room for sports and bike riding

6/13/2017 3:17 PM

46

IS the middle space multi use?

6/13/2017 3:06 PM

47

Opposes Design Concept Rugby Soccer There's no soccer/rugby field for our community

6/13/2017 3:06 PM

48

Opposes Design Concept Rugby Where is the room for Rugby Pitch? One of the fastest growing sports in the
USA and especially Minnesota. Let's see a Rugby Pitch included For area teams like the Eastside Banshees RFC and

6/13/2017 3:03 PM

youth programs.
49

Opposes Design Concept Rugby No rugby

6/13/2017 2:06 PM

50

I would like to see more space for multi-sport fields.

6/13/2017 2:00 PM

51

Rugby I like the inclusion of a soccer field. I am wondering how much Aussie rules or "Footie" is actually played? A
rugby pitch is a very similar size to a soccer field, just a bit thinner usually. Youth and men's social rugby is expanding

6/13/2017 1:54 PM

so there will be demand. Perhaps a rugby field could be included in the plans or substituted for the Footie one.
52

Opposes Design Concept Rugby Dislike lack of rugby field

6/13/2017 1:36 PM

53

Opposes Design Concept Rugby sand volleyball, expanded beach, room for aussie football/rugby field.

6/13/2017 1:33 PM

Opposes Design Concept Rugby Would like to see a Rugby pitch in the design. It's a growing sport nationally,

6/13/2017 1:27 PM

54

and Minnesota is a great hub.
55

Opposes Design Concept Rugby There is a need to develop spaces for club sports: such as rugby, Aussie Rules

6/13/2017 1:25 PM

football, even ultimate frisbee to have an ability to attract and retain talent- without adequate space within the city to
have these opportunities for sports to grow we fall behind the curve in offering more arts/athletics outside of having 7
softball fields. Make the parks as diverse as the community.
56

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Too many baseball fields

6/13/2017 1:22 PM

57

Design Suggestion Supports Design Concept - Lots of athletic field space

6/13/2017 1:19 PM

58

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Dislike that the southern portion does not include dedicated space for a sport
other than softball.

6/13/2017 1:06 PM

Opposes Design Concept Rugby The Eastside Banshees men's rugby club is looking to have a permenet field to

6/13/2017 1:01 PM

59

practice on and host games. Including space for this team would be used on a regular basis throughout the spring,
summer and fall. It would be greatly appreciated if this was included into the design considerations.
60

I like that is shows various field uses with diamonds and rectangular fields!!

6/13/2017 12:52 PM

61

Room for Aussie Rules is good.

6/13/2017 12:50 PM

62

Rugby I like the idea of implementing non-traditional sporting fields into the Minneapolis parks system. The addition
of the Australian rules football field is a great, and additionally I would love to see a rugby field added to this concept

6/13/2017 12:33 PM

as well! I am a member of the Eastside Banshees Rugby Football club based out of Minneapolis, and we would love
to be involved in this project as well! If the Australian football field can be housed on top of the soccer and softball
fields, I am sure that a rugby pitch could fit in this space as well.
63

This doesn't appear to be that different from the existing configuration and seems unbalanced with mostly softball

6/13/2017 12:22 PM

fields.
64

Design Suggestion Soccer Supports Design Concept I like how many fields are on this design, however if one

6/13/2017 10:26 AM

baseball field is being used all the football/soccer field would be unusable.
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65

Austrailian Football Soccer Supports Design Concept I like the idea of involving non traditional sports in the
community and i like that it is by the water with a parking lot.

6/13/2017 10:07 AM

66

Baseball Opposes Design Concept I like that there's a lot of room for athletics, but I dislike that so much of the
space is for baseball/softball fields. I think so many fences and gravel areas would look ugly.

6/13/2017 10:06 AM

67

Design Suggestion Rugby Supports Design Concept I think they should have a dedicated field for rugby
included in the concept. I am a member of the Eastside Banshees Rugby Club. We practice every Tuesday and

6/13/2017 8:31 AM

Thursday at Solomon Park a few minutes from Lake Nokomis and we play our games in Eagan because we do not
have a location in Minneapolis to have a home field. It would be awesome to actually play in Minneapolis on a nice flat
field with proper grass.
68

Baseball Opposes Design Concept The concept appears to give all the priority to baseball/softball fields and

6/13/2017 8:22 AM

leaves the open space where other sports could be played stunted. With an abundance of baseball fields found all
across the city it's possible this could be turned into a more unique place.
69
70

Design Suggestion Opposes Design Concept Needs a rugby pitch, not just softball/baseball fields

6/13/2017 7:51 AM

Baseball Opposes Design Concept There is provision for a large field suitable for any sport. the pinwheel

6/13/2017 7:24 AM

arrangement of baseball diamonds prevents any other sports being played.
71

Design Suggestion Opposes Design Concept I dislike that there is no room for a rugby field in this space.

6/13/2017 6:28 AM

72

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Too many softball fields

6/13/2017 6:12 AM

Baseball Opposes Design Concept The concept does too much focus on one/two sports when its going to be

6/12/2017 11:04 PM

73

designated as "athletic fields"
74

Baseball Opposes Design Concept the baseball diamonds leave a good deal of dead space between each other.

6/12/2017 11:00 PM

They also seem to edge into requiring 3+ diamonds to close for a soccer pitch, rather than possibly just 2.
75

Allows for other sports to be played in the space.

6/12/2017 9:39 PM

76

Austrailian Football Supports Design Concept Love the idea of being able to have a full size footy field

6/12/2017 9:20 PM

77

Austrailian Football Soccer Supports Design Concept Love the Australian football field and soccer can both
be there!

6/12/2017 7:44 PM

78

Austrailian Football Supports Design Concept I like the Australian rules football field in the middle

6/12/2017 7:40 PM

Baseball Opposes Design Concept I like there is open space, but I don't like that there are so many softball

6/12/2017 7:15 PM

79

fields. I prefer the other concept.
80
81

Austrailian Football Supports Design Concept I like the oval that can be used for Australian Rules football

6/12/2017 5:57 PM

Austrailian Football Supports Design Concept I love the footy ground there! My suggestion is to keep the grass

6/12/2017 4:52 PM

short. That would be helpful for any and all sports played there.
82

Austrailian Football Supports Design Concept I like the utility for sports that do not currently have an

6/12/2017 4:37 PM

appropriate place to play in all of the city. Both regulation cricket matches and Australian Rules football matches could
be played here; both are growing sports in the community.
83

Austrailian Football Parking Supports Design Concept I like the full-sized AFL field, as well as the lack of

6/12/2017 4:13 PM

obstructions (lighting fixtures, etc.) in the middle of the field. I also appreciate the addition of a parking lot on the north
side of Lake Nokomis Pkwy.
84
85

Austrailian Football Supports Design Concept I like the Aussie rules field size.

6/12/2017 1:39 PM

Austrailian Football Soccer Supports Design Concept I like that it keeps a large area open to be utilized for

6/12/2017 1:27 PM

rugby, soccer, Australian rules football and ultimate Frisbee. These large uninterrupted spaces are difficult to find in
Mpls.
86

Opposes Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat Less open field space

6/12/2017 1:01 PM

87

Baseball Opposes Design Concept The middle area is not large enough for sports other than baseball

6/12/2017 12:50 PM

88

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Dislike the large number of softball fields. These rarely seem used, plus the
city of Minneapolis just redeveloped Bossen for softball. Dislike that the oval field and soccer field overlap. Makes it

6/12/2017 12:48 PM

hard for multiple sports to share the space.
89

Austrailian Football Design Suggestion Soccer I like the addition of the Australian football field, but the three
soccer fields look too crammed together.

6/12/2017 12:31 PM

90

Austrailian Football Supports Design Concept I like the fact it can fit an oval field. I play for a club with over 65
members who use a field like that every week.

6/12/2017 12:21 PM
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91

Austrailian Football Supports Design Concept I like the Australian football field

6/12/2017 12:15 PM

92

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Too many baseball/softball fields. They are never all in use

6/12/2017 12:02 PM

Austrailian Football Parking Supports Design Concept Enough space for a full Australian football field!

6/12/2017 11:51 AM

93

Parking close by
94

Austrailian Football Supports Design Concept I like the wide open space in the middle for Ultimate Frisbee,

6/12/2017 11:23 AM

Gaelic Football/Hurling and Australian Rules Football. This would be one of just two or three wide open flat field
spaces in the Twin Cities metro area that can accommodate sports like these that need a large surface.
95

Austrailian Football Opposes Design Concept I love the fact that this concept allows for a full Australian Rules

6/12/2017 10:26 AM

football field and other large field sports can be played here. My preference however is concept B
96

Supports Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat Realigned creek and wet meadows area. Boat rental.

6/12/2017 8:44 AM

Naturalized edge/shoreline
97

Design Suggestion Opposes Design Concept Parking Thumbs up on a renovated beach house! Hope this

6/10/2017 10:19 PM

includes more, modern and accessible restrooms, and use as a warming house for ice rinks in winter. Like the remeandered creek. Also like new/added trees? Please DON'T add more asphalt (new parking area) to this park. There
is already too much pavement in this park... adding to higher temperatures and increased runoff. And encourages
more single occupancy vehicle use.This is not a sustainable solution! Transportation is changing! Shared vehicle use
and automated driverless vehicles will soon be the norm. Let's SEE this more sustainable future!
98

99

Supports Design Concept I like the renovated beach house, bathrooms especially need updating. New bike path is
a huge plus.

6/8/2017 9:10 PM

Design Suggestion Opposes Design Concept Soccer There is no soccer? With the new baseball/softball fields

6/8/2017 2:14 PM

at Bossen, we could use some sport diversity.
100

Design Suggestion Opposes Design Concept Beach volleyball courts should be nearer to the sports facilities,

6/8/2017 1:31 PM

not in a prime piece of real estate that is wanted by picnickers and people wishing to enjoy a lake view.
101
102

Opposes Design Concept Too many baseball fields, too little space for anything else.

6/8/2017 12:43 PM

Design Suggestion Opposes Design Concept Soccer Looks to use spaces properly. Volleyball addition is nice.

6/8/2017 12:39 PM

Concerned about north most softball fields need since they are right now not used. Perhaps soccer or something that
can be used when there is not an official softball program would allow more off-program use.
103
104

Supports Design Concept It seems like a normal update to an old park. Probably overdue but nothing exciting.

6/8/2017 12:31 PM

Bike/Ped Access Opposes Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat Only seeing one "enhanced pedestrian

6/8/2017 8:58 AM

crossing..." could there be more? (SO many pedestrians in this area, drivers never know where to look.) Also could
we use green treatments on the reconfigured parking? ie. trees along the boundary? (more shade please!)
105
106

Supports Design Concept Prefer this over concept B. Better use of space.

6/8/2017 8:16 AM

Opposes Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat Will it involve pesticide or herbicide for maintenance?

6/8/2017 1:19 AM

Would prefer native plantings instead.
107

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Dislike that It's only baseball fields. There are already a ton of these being

6/7/2017 9:48 PM

done at Baldwin. Please diversify.
108

Opposes Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat I would like to see less space designated to the
softball/soccer/football fields and more land use designated for trees.

6/7/2017 9:39 PM

109

Baseball Supports Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat I like the naturalized creek and winder if that
many baseball fields are needed.

6/7/2017 8:14 PM

110

Supports Design Concept The ball fields look nice. I think the arrangement is better than the current. Is there less
play equipment in this concept than the current?! That would be a negative for me.

6/7/2017 7:08 PM

111

Opposes Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat No shade

6/7/2017 6:05 PM

112

Design Suggestion Extra parking area and the paths through the field area to Cedar Ave

6/7/2017 3:30 PM

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Too many baseball/softball fields. Is this representative of how all

6/7/2017 2:59 PM

113

Minneapolis residents would use the space?
114

Opposes Design Concept I would rather have more multi-purpose athletic fields, instead of 5-7 oddly placed ball

6/7/2017 1:36 PM

fields. Yes, this option has a couple soccer/football fields spaced, but why does it have to be sandwiched with ball
fields when Bossen Field is just finishing up adding a handful more?
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115

Supports Design Concept I like the expanded beach, ADA Water Access, additional parking and adding Sand

6/7/2017 12:29 PM

116
117

Baseball Supports Design Concept Gives you more baseball fields

6/7/2017 12:22 PM

Opposes Design Concept i think this is agreat idea but to also have dedicated people to this plan of action because

6/7/2017 12:22 PM

these would need to be water and nurtured daily. i think taking away from a area that is well needed in our young youth
is not right when we have so much at risk with our youth when not supported by a place for a hobby and activity to
stray focused on future goals.
118
119

Supports Design Concept Looks great

6/7/2017 12:13 PM

Supports Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat This appears to be a well-thought out plan,

6/7/2017 10:51 AM

accommodating many activities and keeping the naturalized shoreline and wetland areas.
120

As someone who doesn't use the ball fields, I don't have an opinion on the configuration of that space.

6/7/2017 9:41 AM

121

It is similar to the existing layout

6/7/2017 9:01 AM

122

Opposes Design Concept It's a lot of space that be unused and unavailable for long periods of time.

6/7/2017 8:02 AM

123

Design Suggestion Additional parking close to field

6/7/2017 7:42 AM

Opposes Design Concept Dislike entire concept. Already adequate sports facility with appropriate distance, ie Fort

6/7/2017 2:28 AM

124

snelling, and neigborhood parks.
125

Opposes Design Concept I dislike that the land would be groomed for sports fields-- this seems like more of the
same, grassy areas that require irrigation and grooming.

6/6/2017 11:33 PM

126

Supports Design Concept everything!

6/6/2017 11:16 PM

Opposes Design Concept Soccer My concern is that center area of those fields tend to flood, rendering the

6/5/2017 9:45 PM

127

soccer fields fairly useless many days or unreliable. That said, I grew up playing soccer there as much as we could.
That said I like that none of the baseball fields are aiming toward traffic or leisure areas with lots of people and small
children, as well as cars.
128

Supports Design Concept I am not a player on the field, so I will pass on commenting on the field configuration. I
do like the additional parking spaces off of Lake Nokomis Parkway for the softball/baseball players. And I like the

6/5/2017 9:31 AM

addition of the walkway/trail down from Cedar.
129

Supports Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat Love all the baseball diamonds. There should be robust

6/4/2017 11:09 PM

tree plantings all along Cedar Ave. There should be maximum trees all over, where they won't interfere with baseball.
130

Opposes Design Concept Soccer Too many ball fields. What about soccer? I think there should be more "free"

6/4/2017 9:38 PM

space where people can do other games/sports without fear of being hit by a baseball.
131

Opposes Design Concept Supports Design Concept No lighting shown for fields. Like the additional parking. No
concessions for the fields. No dugouts or fencing shown for fields. Don't expand the beach, it's hard enough to

6/4/2017 7:26 PM

monitor swimmers with the underpaid lifeguards. Is there a long term set aside budget to maintain all th e added
features?
132
133

Supports Design Concept Works just fine.

6/4/2017 12:29 PM

Opposes Design Concept Supports Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat Positives: + I like the large

6/4/2017 10:15 AM

open grass that can be used for multifunctional uses (e.g.: softball, frisbee, picnicking, kite flying). + parallel soccer
fields is most preferred for avoiding game ball interference with nearby games Concerns: - Packing all the ball fields
creates an absence of trees in the open park area. The removal of trees makes the open park spaces less inviting to
picnicking and informal uses and even ball game spectators. I'd prefer a better balance of Trees and ballfields. - The
most southern field looks too tight/close to Lake Nokomis Parkway that may impact safety (chasing balls in road) and
damage to cars.
134

Opposes Design Concept Parking Like the layout but doesn't indicate any field lighting. Very few parking spots

6/4/2017 9:48 AM

for such a busy area.
135
136

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Is there really that much demand for baseball diamonds?

6/4/2017 9:30 AM

Opposes Design Concept I like the sand volleyball. It would be nice if there was more of a play are for the kids. It

6/4/2017 9:01 AM

looks like the small climbing equipment was removed? The rest looks great. I am curious what the renovated beach
house will have in it.
137

Opposes Design Concept Supports Design Concept The arrangement of fields seems more intuitive than

6/3/2017 9:43 AM

concept B.
138

Opposes Design Concept Soccer I don't use athletic fields - soccer may be more popular.
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139

Bike/Ped Access Supports Design Concept like new bike trail; dislike lack of safe ped crossings across Cedar

6/2/2017 11:48 AM

140
141

Supports Design Concept Looks like a good use of available space.

6/2/2017 10:48 AM

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Athletic fields seem crowded. It would be nice to see the diagrams with

6/2/2017 10:32 AM

seating to see just how close the fields would be to one another.
142

Opposes Design Concept Would be nice to have more picnic space out in the ballfield area

6/2/2017 8:53 AM

143

Supports Design Concept I like the sand volleyball and pavilion area.

6/2/2017 8:46 AM

Parking Supports Design Concept I like the Volleyball courts! Usually ride my bike there from home, so not too

6/2/2017 8:34 AM

144

concerned about parking spaces. Even if I drove, I would find free on street parking and walk to beach.
145

Supports Design Concept I like this. It seems efficiently laid out but not squished together. I just wonder if pop flys

6/1/2017 9:57 PM

from the bottom-most base/softball field would fly onto the parkway.
146

Austrailian Football Baseball Opposes Design Concept Soccer We don't need more athletic fields in this

6/1/2017 7:16 PM

city. We already have plenty.
147
148

Supports Design Concept Ok to maximize playing fields

6/1/2017 6:51 PM

Baseball Design Suggestion Opposes Design Concept That seems like an absurd amount of baseball fields

6/1/2017 6:03 PM

and I feel that it would just look out of place..no alignment except to cram as much as possible.
149

Parking Supports Design Concept Like: added parking on softball field side, very necessary. Also like the

6/1/2017 3:28 PM

varying outfield directions.
150

Opposes Design Concept Parking Trees and Natural Habitat Like the plenty of parking. Dislike that there is no

6/1/2017 2:45 PM

free green space that aren't a part of ball fields.
151

Baseball Opposes Design Concept I don't like how many softball fields there are. I would like some more open

6/1/2017 2:33 PM

grass areas for free recreation. I like the separation of the pedestrian and bike paths. I think the pedestrian path should
be wider. Large running clubs/groups run along the path during the warm season and make it difficult to navigate
152
153

no comments

6/1/2017 12:49 PM

Baseball Opposes Design Concept My concern is that having all of the fields, recreation areas all in one spot will

6/1/2017 11:24 AM

greatly increase both foot and car travel, making the area very congested.
154

Parking Supports Design Concept I like the additional parking spaces, but I do not like that we have to pay to
park at a public, tax-funded lake - this was not the case years ago at this beach. I LOVE the wheelchair ramp added to

6/1/2017 10:42 AM

the beach. Moving the boat rental closer to the boats is a great improvement.
155

Bike/Ped Access Parking Supports Design Concept I like the walking path going across the baseball fields

6/1/2017 10:38 AM

starting to the east of 50th St and Cedar Ave - nice addition. Really like the idea of a renovated beach house! I dislike
(if I am reading this correctly) the removal of 30 parking spaces.
156

Bike/Ped Access Supports Design Concept I love the walking path from cedar through to the beach. Everything

6/1/2017 10:36 AM

looks wonderful.
157

Opposes Design Concept Parking Parking is a mess around there so I'm not sure 30 would be enough. And that

6/1/2017 10:34 AM

South ball field looks worrisome, home runs hot cars?!
158
159

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Soccer No soccer fields, totally baseball dominated.

6/1/2017 10:20 AM

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Parking Like canoe rental at far end of beach Like sand volleyball courts

6/1/2017 8:00 AM

Dislike expanded parking by fields. Main beach lot is rarely full. We don't need more parking. We do need free parking
in the beach lot. Is that a ped/bike path between the fields? Too many ball fields. Dislike southern most fields. Prefer
quiet space for frisbee or families to bring bocci ball, etc Not enough picnic tables near lake shore.
160
161

Baseball Supports Design Concept Clear layout of all proposed baseball fields.

5/31/2017 10:14 PM

Bike/Ped Access Design Suggestion Supports Design Concept the new walking trail along the west side of

5/31/2017 8:12 PM

east nokomis parkway is a good addition especially connecting to Cedar av. It appears the sidewalk along the east
side of Cedar av dead ends short of 52nd st and 49th st.
162

Supports Design Concept It seems like. Solid design. I question if the sand volleyball courts will see a lot of use.

5/31/2017 6:53 PM

163

Baseball Opposes Design Concept I dislike the bottom field.

5/31/2017 6:51 PM

164

Opposes Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat I dislike that it is super open with not a lot of trees around

5/31/2017 4:02 PM
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165

Bike/Ped Access Supports Design Concept I like the field layout and the upgrades to the beach and pavillion,

5/31/2017 2:27 PM

166
167

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Concerned too much field space devoted to baseball fields.

5/31/2017 1:34 PM

Opposes Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat Too much human use. Not balanced with wildlife and

5/31/2017 12:31 PM

conservation needs.
168

Baseball Bike/Ped Access Opposes Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat I think the ball field on the

5/31/2017 11:15 AM

south end could cause some traffic problems with balls being hit into the street. I do like the parking on the ball field
side of the parkway that would help a lot. I know that the south end has a hill I don't know how that affects the fields of
play. Is the plan to level out the area? If so, please keep all the trees. The walkway on the west side should connect
with the north to help with movement between fields when hosting tournaments.
169

Supports Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat I like the naturalized features like that along the shoreline

5/31/2017 10:26 AM

and the wet meadow areas around the creek. I also like that many different uses have been planned for and
reorganized so that they are not all concentrated in a small chaotic area.
170
171

Baseball Supports Design Concept Better arrangement of softball fields than concept B.

5/31/2017 10:19 AM

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Why so many baseball/softball fields when there are more at close by

5/31/2017 10:12 AM

Bossen?
172
173

Design Suggestion Supports Design Concept Love new beachhouse!

5/31/2017 9:51 AM

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Parking Too much paved parking near lakeshore Too much competing

5/31/2017 9:07 AM

sport fields here. Softball dominated.
174

Supports Design Concept Renovated beach house

5/31/2017 8:38 AM

175

Bike/Ped Access Opposes Design Concept Soccer I would like to see a soccer field. Also, it would be nice to
see some open space where people can just use for playing catch, frisbee, flying kites, etc. I do not like the idea of a

5/31/2017 8:16 AM

combined walking and bike path. I use the lake for both biking and walking/running. People are not very aware of
others. Will there still be bike and boat rentals? Those are fun. I like that the each house will be renovated. It is such
an eyesore right now.
176

Design Suggestion Supports Design Concept I think the proposed plans look like some great changes and

5/31/2017 7:54 AM

enhancements! I'd love for the play area to have just a little bit more to play on than it does now. We love going there
but my 2 and 5 yo lose interest fairly quickly. The soccer fields seem a little crammed.
177

Opposes Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat There doesn't appear to be enough unaffected green

5/31/2017 7:20 AM

space designated in this plan/area.
178

No comment- I don't use these

5/31/2017 7:06 AM

179

Baseball Opposes Design Concept We don't need baseball fields in this space.

5/31/2017 6:47 AM

Bike/Ped Access Design Suggestion Supports Design Concept More north/south orientation than current.

5/31/2017 5:34 AM

180

East/west creates sun issues in eyes for evening games. I like the path access from cedar. Parking issues require
crossing the field sometimes with rolling cooler. Dislike: I don't see any bathroom facilities near the ball fields.
181
182

Supports Design Concept looks great -- can't tell a huge difference from existing layout but looks very nice.

5/30/2017 11:52 PM

Opposes Design Concept Parking Like the canoe rental, expanded beach. Fishing pier. Dislike: Parking add

5/30/2017 9:18 PM

more. These features will make it more popular
183

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Too much space for baseball. I feel like there are a lot of empty baseball

5/30/2017 8:18 PM

fields around the city already
184
185

Supports Design Concept looks fine

5/30/2017 7:23 PM

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Soccer I thought that Bossen Field would have the baseball fields and

5/30/2017 6:43 PM

Nokomis would have more soccer fields Like the redesigned picnic area Like the addition of sand volleyball Dislike the
fishing pier location. There is a dropoff at the existing 2017 location, and there is another at its previous location off
the point where the canoe/kayak rental is in the concept.
186
187

Design Suggestion Supports Design Concept It generally looks good, but there is no information on bathrooms!

5/30/2017 5:53 PM

Bike/Ped Access Design Suggestion Supports Design Concept New bike trail, renovated Beach House,

5/30/2017 5:41 PM

volleyball, expanded beach and parking.
188

Opposes Design Concept Soccer No decicated soccer or football style open field

5/30/2017 5:37 PM

189

Looks the same as now

5/30/2017 4:50 PM
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including the sand volleyball. The additional bike trail north of the parkway is nice.

190

Supports Design Concept I like the open green space in the middle of all fields.

5/30/2017 3:57 PM

191

Supports Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat it looks much the same, but I like embracing the Wetlands.

5/30/2017 3:56 PM

Bike/Ped Access Design Suggestion Opposes Design Concept Moving the bike path away from higher

5/30/2017 3:02 PM

192

density ped area.
193

Opposes Design Concept Parking Soccer Like - parking for sport fields Dislike - lack of soccer fields -Sidewalk

5/30/2017 2:55 PM

across fields
194

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Eliminate the two most southern ball fields. There is very little "open" space

5/30/2017 1:14 PM

remaining in this park. All the new "swamp land" around the lagoon, too much of a good thing. No place for anyone to
fly a kite, have a pickup game of football, wiffleball or to fly a kite. There isn't enough parking for softball games now,
and you're going to add more fields while decreasing the amount of existing parking spaces (at least that's how it
looks on the drawings). The cars will push even deeper into the neighborhoods, leaving less and less spaces for
homeowners and their visitors to park, creating even more liveability issues for homeowners. Every single night I have
to walk around our property to pick up trash and litter left by park visitors.
195

Is this actually going to improve the safety of the roads from parking issues?

5/30/2017 12:14 PM

196

Parking Supports Design Concept I like that you did not add more roads or a parking lot.

5/30/2017 12:07 PM

197

Bike/Ped Access Opposes Design Concept Dislike loss of bike path! WTF?

5/30/2017 11:55 AM

Opposes Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat I dislike seeing more green space gobbled up by car

5/30/2017 11:46 AM

198

parking. I also am worried this new proposal displaces mature trees that provide shade, habitat and water
management. Please don't remove trees for athletic pursuits!
199

Parking Supports Design Concept I like everything about plan A. I like the additional parking, volley, ball fields

5/30/2017 11:29 AM

and picnic area. There needs to be more space for families and friends to enjoy the west side of the lake.
200
201

Bike/Ped Access Supports Design Concept I like the proposed bike trail north of Minnehaha parkway

5/30/2017 11:27 AM

Baseball Soccer Supports Design Concept I like that there is room for more than one kind of field (i.e. softball

5/30/2017 11:14 AM

AND soccer).
202

Bike/Ped Access Opposes Design Concept Soccer Trees and Natural Habitat How many, if any, trees

5/30/2017 10:45 AM

would be removed? Dislike "Slow-Speed Shared Trail. Think it will be better as pedestrian only. Dislike the lack of a
soccer field.
203

Design Suggestion Supports Design Concept Soccer field needs to be well marked for playing games like flag

5/30/2017 10:45 AM

football. Expand kids play area... maybe a lake water splash pad.
204

Bike/Ped Access Supports Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat I like lots of green space, restaurant,

5/30/2017 10:43 AM

naturalized shoreline, canoe/kayak rental, and the trails.
205

I don't see a lot of difference between concept A and B. It would be helpful in taking this survey if there was a short

5/30/2017 10:14 AM

description pointing out the differences. The only difference I see is concept A has 7 playing fields and B has 6. Are
there other differences that cannot be easily seen in the pictures?
206
207

Opposes Design Concept Parking Not enough parking for the available facilities.

5/30/2017 10:01 AM

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Do the softball fields have outfield fences? If not are the outfielders too close

5/30/2017 9:47 AM

that they over lap? Seen too many injuries over the years with this design.
208
209

Supports Design Concept The layout of the different fields is appealing to me.

5/30/2017 9:47 AM

Baseball Bike/Ped Access Supports Design Concept Likes--more parking, sand volleyball, new bike trail on

5/30/2017 9:39 AM

north side of Minnehaha Pkwy, large number of softball fields
210

Baseball Design Suggestion Opposes Design Concept It seems to crowded to put two diamonds on the south

5/30/2017 9:34 AM

part. Aldo, I think it will get too busy along the trail if you put the dugouts right along the trail rather than away from it
like in Option B.
211

Opposes Design Concept Parking Dislike: There's too much parking. We want less motor vehicle traffic in the

5/30/2017 9:21 AM

park, not more. Building more parking will encourage more people to drive. Then, they have to cross the Parkway
midblock to get to the activity centers. Like: Good mix of activities.
212

Supports Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat Seems like a good use of space. Love the volleyball court

5/30/2017 9:13 AM

and emphasis on naturalized shorelines
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213

Design Suggestion Trees and Natural Habitat I grew up in The area and my Dad is Native American - Ojibwa. I

5/30/2017 9:13 AM

Nokomis means - Grandmother. Ojibwe design was of woodlands. You can see the flowered designs on some
buildings along Franklin Av. Design could incorporate symbols or references. Ojibwe and Dakota words.
214
215

Parking Supports Design Concept I like the new parking configuration.

5/30/2017 8:58 AM

Supports Design Concept Love it all - The old buildings need an update and I'm happy to see that is happening

5/30/2017 8:57 AM

here.
216

even with more ball diamonds, feels less crowded than B. the space along the path from 50th to the parking lot & lake

5/30/2017 8:56 AM

could be naturalized or heavily treed for a pleasant walking experience. it would be great if the crossing at 50th could
be improved for walkers to access the park. need to add picnic areas for ball players near the fields - not only the one
by the creek. is the parking lot permeable surfacing?
217
218

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Soccer so many softball fields. why not some soccer fields?

5/30/2017 8:55 AM

Design Suggestion Opposes Design Concept Indigenous invisibility. (Dislike). I think I need more explanation or

5/30/2017 8:38 AM

verbals to understand.
219

Design Suggestion Opposes Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat I would rather there be more trails

5/30/2017 8:28 AM

and natural landscapes in place of all the rec fields.
220

Austrailian Football Baseball Opposes Design Concept Soccer The inclusion of two baseball fields on the

5/30/2017 8:28 AM

southern end prevents use of the space for an Aussie Rules or soccer field.
221

222

Austrailian Football Soccer Supports Design Concept I like that there are soccer fields and an aussie rules
field included.

5/30/2017 8:27 AM

Parking Supports Design Concept The extra parking is a good thing. Cedar Ave gets parked up when there are

5/30/2017 8:22 AM

games. Folks dart out from in between cars into traffic because they are parked on the west side of Cedar or on the
neighborhood streets to the west. It is only a matter of time until tragedy strikes. Cedar Ave already has bad
congestion (which will get worse if the proposed development at 47th & Cedar is approved) and is tough to navigate
for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists. So, more parking is imperative! Shared bike/pedestrian trails are a bad idea.
Many bicyclists are not cautious around pedestrians and create hazardous conditions.
223

Supports Design Concept Love that the boat house is getting attention, addition of sand volly ball, and that there is

5/30/2017 8:18 AM

picnic area near creek.
224

Supports Design Concept Trees and Natural Habitat I like the plan but would like a few trees near what would

5/30/2017 8:18 AM

be the dugout areas of the ball fields.
225

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Soccer I like that it can fit more soccer fields. I like that the softball infields

5/30/2017 8:17 AM

are located near the exterior. I like this option better. I would like to see the softball fields on the west located closer to
the road, and lined up next to each other. Is the anyway to create a soccer only field, so people can play other sports
(ultimate frisbee, soccer, football) while the softball fields on in use?
226

227

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Dislike the extra parking g lot on west side, also do not like the ballfields in
this configuration. Original plan had them facing out so all could be used.

5/30/2017 8:09 AM

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Soccer There seems to only be a plan for one non-baseball field and use of

5/30/2017 8:08 AM

it will be dependent upon nobody using 4 of the 7 baseball fields.
228
229

Design Suggestion Opposes Design Concept There are no mention of a skatepark in this concept.

5/30/2017 8:07 AM

Bike/Ped Access Supports Design Concept I like that the will be a new bike trail on the north side of the

5/27/2017 3:55 PM

parkway. Everything else looks great too. I would hope that with an expanded beach area to the north, an additional
life guard would be present in that area as well.
230

Baseball Opposes Design Concept Parking To many baseball fields. Need more variety of fields. Parents also

5/26/2017 10:27 PM

park along lake nokomis parkway when using the fields and have trouble getting sports gear out of their cars while
watching kids - this leads to kids darting out between parked cars into traffic. Please eliminate street parking between
the lake and the fields and build a more adequate parking lot on the field side of the road.
231
232

I can't tell the difference except for the sand volleyball courts... this is it?

5/26/2017 8:50 PM

Opposes Design Concept Parking Trees and Natural Habitat I really don't like the huge volume of paved

5/26/2017 4:17 PM

surfaces being added. The lake already has a pollution problem doesn't it? Should more impermeable surfaces really
be added? I don't think so. I like that there are soccer fields, we need more of them in the city!!
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Baseball Design Suggestion Opposes Design Concept Do the fields have frences in this concept? It isn't clear.

5/26/2017 4:10 PM

Without, some of the fields will be too cramped for softball. Particularly the two on the north western portion of the
park. I'd also like to see more concern for sunlight angles. Hitting or fielding directly into the sun is annoying and can
be dangerous. More north or south facing fields would be nice.
234

Bike/Ped Access Opposes Design Concept Soccer The walkway really limits the use of space for sports like

5/26/2017 1:40 PM

Ultimate.
235
236

Opposes Design Concept I don't like it. It is a bunch of unimproved fields.

5/26/2017 1:15 PM

Baseball Supports Design Concept I like the configuration of the fields on the North Side of "A" a lot better than

5/26/2017 10:21 AM

"B".
237

Austrailian Football Baseball Soccer Supports Design Concept I like having as many useable fields for

5/26/2017 9:24 AM

sports as possible.
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233

Q2 Do you have any other
comments on concept A?
Answered: 121

Skipped: 174

#

Responses

Date

1

If the plan can accommodate sports like Rugby, Lacrosse, Soccer, Cricket I'm all in. If not, please consider these
growing sports.

6/26/2017 11:55 PM

2

Will there be umbrellas for shade?

6/26/2017 7:14 PM

3

Like the added bike trial on the north side of the parkway.

6/26/2017 12:59 PM

4

No

6/24/2017 9:15 AM

5

I love the fact that there is a rugby field! It is growing so fast in the area.

6/22/2017 9:02 AM

6

NO

6/21/2017 2:57 PM

7

It has an awful lot of softball fields and doesn't leave room for more soccer fields, or a space where both Australian
rules teams could practice at once( men's and women's)

6/21/2017 2:40 PM

8

n/a

6/20/2017 2:23 PM

9

please include space for a rugby field. rugby is the fastest growing sport in america, the twin cities has at least 6 mens
and womens clubs each having 50-150active members. Nearly every college in MN has a rugby club and highschools
starting rugby teams faster than any other sport across MN. With its recent addition to the summer olympics and the

6/19/2017 3:14 PM

starting of a professional league in america, rugby is only going to grow. the twin cities has 3 rugby field locations, in
eagan, northeast, and woodbury. having a field that isnt on the outskirts of town in a beautiful location near an iconic
twin cities lake like nokomis would be a gem for the minnesota rugby community.
10

Is there going to be capabilities for the field to be used as a dual aussie rules pitch as well as for rugby?

6/19/2017 12:17 PM

11

I believe an excellent use of this development space would be developing a rugby pitch, or equipping one of the
soccer fields with rugby posts. The Eastside Banshees rugby club is a storied club residing in Minneapolis, and

6/14/2017 8:50 PM

contribute significantly to local shops, restaurants, and draw a large crowd for matches and training. Rugby is one of
the fastest growing sports in America at levels from youth programs all the way up to the national touring side.
12

Rugby is the fastest growing team sport in America and is now in the Olympics. Minneapolis/St. Paul has a thriving
rugby community with several Men's and Women's clubs in the metro, and a dozen or so high school rugby teams for

6/14/2017 1:14 PM

both girls and boys. Rugby is also a very social sport and would no doubt bring have a positive impact on the
surrounding community.
13

I am a coach for the Southside rugby club and we really need a good place to practice.We have been using the open
space at Edward Solomon for many years. We have had 2 of our players make the USA 7s rugby team and were in
the last olympics. Nate Augspurger from Southwest High and Garrett Bender from Washburn. Nate is currently the
captain for the USA Eagles team. A very big honor for a Minnesota kid. I am also general manager of a Men's club
team named the Eastside Banshees. If we had a space for 2 fields, we could host tourneyments which would bring

6/14/2017 12:32 PM

many tourists to our great city. Rugby is a growing sport and we need a good space for it in Minneapolis.
14

Other than my likes and dislikes listed above, I believe that in addition to removing the four northernmost softball
fields, there should be use of the field as a rugby pitch added to the plan. I suggested this in previous meetings i
believe somewhere between 2007-2009. Rugby has a long tradition at the Nokomis fields. For at least 13 years, South
High School had had their girls and boys rugby clubs practice there. Southside Rugby Club (a conglomerate of
Washburn, Holy Angels, Southwest, De La Salle, St. Agnes, and St. Paul Academy, St.) has also practiced there.

6/14/2017 8:41 AM

15

Please include space for rugby in your plans! The size is similar to a soccer field with the minimum requirement being

6/14/2017 5:46 AM

approx. 75X122 yards. The Eastside Banshees currently practice at Soloman Park in Mpls and play Saturdays at
Eagan Community Center. We believe growing the sport with the addition of a pitch at Nokomis would be a great
benefit for the community. Rugby is a fast growing sport that is now featured in the Olympics and two Olympians and
one reserve came from teams that practiced in Minneapolis throughout their childhood (Garrett Bender, Nate
Augspurger, Kathryn Johnson). The size of a rugby field can also be functional for soccer which is very popular in this
area too. The Eastside Banshees Club is a 501c3 non-profit organization that has donated time to the community and
will continue to do so. Please consider this as you plan. Thanks, Sam Augspurger 5816 Sheridan Ave S Minneapolis
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A rugby pitch in my opinion would be great for future use. Rugby is a growing sport (at a rapid pace) in Minnesota,

6/14/2017 2:54 AM

and the U.S. as well. So to include that would be of great benefit for both the park and users of the pitch. Also, a rugby
pitch is wide enough, and lengthy enough to be used as a soccer field as well as an Australian football field. You get all
3 activities with the measurement of one.
17

I like the beach area.

6/13/2017 11:37 PM

18

No

6/13/2017 9:51 PM

19

YAY RUGBY!

6/13/2017 9:14 PM

20

Needs a rugby pitch

6/13/2017 7:45 PM

21

No.

6/13/2017 6:54 PM

22

Please include space for rugby in your plans! The size is similar to a soccer field with the minimum requirement being

6/13/2017 5:37 PM

approx. 75X122 yards. The Eastside Banshees currently practice at Soloman Park in Mpls and play Saturdays at
Eagan Community Center. We believe growing the sport with the addition of a pitch at Nokomis would be a great
benefit to the community.
23

I would love to see a rugby pitch included in the plans. It is truly an up and coming sport in the Mpls area.

6/13/2017 5:28 PM

24

Rugby

6/13/2017 5:21 PM

25

As a current coach for high school rugby and men's rugby in south Minneapolis, I would very much like to see a rugby
pitch lined on these plans. It is very close to the same size of the soccer pitch and can be used to grow such an

6/13/2017 4:31 PM

amazing team sport. Two national players Garrett Bender and Nate Augspurger came out of the high school
(Southside Barbarians) and senior men's (Eastside Banshees RFC) team that currently use Ed Solomon Park just
down the way from Nokomis. Although very spacious, it is extremely uneven with the random large pieces of concrete
exposing the surface. Rugby is vastly growing rapidly and I can't think of a better location in south Minneapolis than
this park at Nokomis. The Eastside Banshees is a non-profit organization who have been around Minneapolis since
1977 that donates much of their time giving back to the community and helping grow this sport at the high school level.
Please consider making one of these fields a place both of these squads can proudly call home.
26

It needs space for other sports like rugby and soccer.

6/13/2017 4:20 PM

27

Convertible soccer nets/rugby uprights could be used to provide additional space for a growing sport.

6/13/2017 3:47 PM

28

Make room for a rugby field

6/13/2017 3:17 PM

29

A formal rugby pitch would be awesome for area high school teams and the Eastside Banshees rugby club who

6/13/2017 3:16 PM

currently practice on a "gravel pit with grass". Be nice to have home field in mpls vs Eagan
30

Put one in

6/13/2017 3:06 PM

31

I would love to see a designated rugby field in the complex. Rugby is the fastest growing sport in the United States

6/13/2017 2:00 PM

and Minnesota is a hotbed of talent. We have had 2 players compete in Rugby 7's in the Rio Summer Olympics and
creating a space in the park will allow Minnesota to continue to be one of the leaders in this growing sport.
32

It needs a Rugby field

6/13/2017 1:48 PM

33

Should include provision for rugby field

6/13/2017 1:36 PM

34

Rugby pitch can be used for football as well as soccer.

6/13/2017 1:27 PM

35

Make the park as diverse as the community, can't encourage people to chase their passions without space to do so.

6/13/2017 1:25 PM

36

Add space for a rugby pitch as petitioned by the east side banshees rugby club.

6/13/2017 1:22 PM

37

- Would this be able to accommodate a rugby field?

6/13/2017 1:19 PM

38

To whom it may concern, Please include space for rugby in your plans! The size is similar to a soccer field with the

6/13/2017 1:06 PM

minimum requirement being approx. 75X122 yards. The Eastside Banshees currently practice at Soloman Park in
Mpls and play Saturdays at Eagan Community Center. We believe growing the sport with the addition of a pitch at
Nokomis would be a great benefit for the community. Kind regards, Sam Herrmann 6020 12th Ave S, Minneapolis, MN
39

I dislike that there would be no way to mark the center fields and no benches for spectators.

6/13/2017 12:52 PM

40

I think adding a rugby pitch would be a great idea. Eastside Banshee's RFC are looking for a new place, so that would

6/13/2017 10:26 AM

bring a lot of younger kids to the area to the area who want to try it out. Also would bring fans to the area for games.
41

Happy to see a restaurant. As much as i enjoy non traditional sports, i would love to see Rugby incorporated given it is
the fastest growing sport in America and MN specifically.
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42

I'd like a rugby pitch to be included. The Eastside Banshees RFC practice in the area. A larger, multi-purpose field
would be good too. Ultimate frisbee, soccer, lacrosse, and rugby could all use the same field.

6/13/2017 10:06 AM

43

They should add a rugby field in the concept.

6/13/2017 8:31 AM

44

Opening up the center or dedicating the bottom two field, the ones separated from the rest, to a rugby field would be

6/13/2017 8:22 AM

amazing.
45

The eastside banshees rugby club have been practicing near this location for nearly forty years and having a rugby

6/13/2017 6:28 AM

field carved out would be a great addition to this park. Rugby is growing at an extremely fast rate.
46

Might need more parking

6/13/2017 6:12 AM

47

It would make more sense to vary the type of fields used in the layout. More efficient usage and can be utilized most

6/12/2017 11:04 PM

of the year instead of just one sport season.
48

I like the inclusion of less popular sport fields. Specifically fields for hurling/Gaelic football, and oz rules football.

6/12/2017 11:00 PM

49

The green space looks small for soccer, Australian football, rugby, etc.

6/12/2017 9:39 PM

50

None

6/12/2017 9:20 PM

51

Not at this time

6/12/2017 7:40 PM

52

The design plans are a great improvement, but, practically, a continuous, flat, well-maintained pitch will be critical in

6/12/2017 4:37 PM

execution of the master plan.
53

This plan attempts to accommodate a large number of diverse uses in a very small/congested area. Providing for safe
and convenient flow through for bikers, runners and walkers will be very challenging. Please consider an optional

6/10/2017 10:19 PM

bypass option for bicyclists that would allow bicycles to flow to and from the asphalt bike path, out onto Nokomis
Parkway. This would be useful when beach and festival activities make the beach area highly congested.
54

baseball Design Suggestion Expanded parking is nice, but those lots should all be free. Everyone should be able
to enjoy the parks free of charge.

6/8/2017 9:10 PM

55

Soccer fields.

6/8/2017 2:14 PM

56

I'm curious about the two bike paths on top of the drawing and would like to see them in context.

6/8/2017 1:31 PM

57

Just wondering how the space on the open area might offer more use then regular games. The fields don't seem to

6/8/2017 12:39 PM

attract use beyond the MPLS leagues.
58

If we are going to update a park. Go Big or if its not in the budget Go Unique. Come on people.

6/8/2017 12:31 PM

59

Seems like a lot of space to dedicate to sports fields

6/7/2017 6:05 PM

60

I think MPRB should do regular surveys about how people use the park and not be so tied to legacy uses such as

6/7/2017 2:59 PM

baseball, golf, tennis, etc. Park use becomes more political and less equitable when it becomes a given that some old
uses should always exist.
61

I hope there will be more shade.

6/7/2017 1:37 PM

62

Is there still going to be free parking available on Lake Nokomis Parkway?

6/7/2017 1:36 PM

63

Is this plan reducing or eliminating street parking?

6/7/2017 10:51 AM

64

It would be nice to add some sand volley ball courts

6/7/2017 9:01 AM

65

It appears the difference between A and B is the high school-size soccer fields. I don't know what is most important or

6/7/2017 8:53 AM

most useful, so I cannot comment here.
66

No

6/7/2017 7:42 AM

67

Ecologically unsustainabl.

6/7/2017 2:28 AM

68

I do not like this plan.

6/6/2017 11:33 PM

69

no

6/6/2017 11:16 PM

70

Leave the creek alone, do not realign it. Doing so will destroy too many trees for no reason.

6/4/2017 7:26 PM

71

I would have liked a brief summary of changes accompanying this diagram for comments to be addressed/focused on
these changes.

6/4/2017 10:15 AM

72

I'd like to see a stand of trees in the middle, and some benches.

6/4/2017 9:30 AM

73

No opinion

6/3/2017 9:43 AM
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74

Doesn't show how sports other than Baseball or Softball will be accommodated.....

6/2/2017 10:48 AM

75

I'd really like to see a dog park area somewhere, perhaps the southern most ball field would be a good spot.

6/2/2017 10:32 AM

76

I think the area needs a dog water station.

6/2/2017 8:46 AM

77

Integrate more tee cover in fringe areas of playing fields.

6/1/2017 6:51 PM

78

Would be nice to have some baseball fields instead of only softball.

6/1/2017 3:28 PM

79

no comments

6/1/2017 12:49 PM

80

Does the beach needed to be expanded? I am having a hard time seeing the reconfigured parking spaces. What will

6/1/2017 10:38 AM

traffic flow look like in and out of there. Has it been tested in other Mpls lakes in the area?
81

Is there room for soccer on the fields? Or is this just a baseball field?

6/1/2017 10:36 AM

82

Picnic tables are clustered close together in two areas by beach. Often these are all used by large extended families.
Can we add single tables along the shore for 2-5 people?

6/1/2017 8:00 AM

83

Is there enough demand for baseball / softball to require seven baseball fields?

5/31/2017 10:14 PM

84

Keep the sidewalk along the east side of Cedar av as it is now all the way.

5/31/2017 8:12 PM

85

No

5/31/2017 6:53 PM

86

You could use a net to keep balls from hitting traffic at the south end of the park. I would like to see more trees planted

5/31/2017 11:15 AM

in the open areas such as near the new parking lot and walkways. It seems to me that having parking at the boat
launch makes more sense than having to find parking while your boat is sitting unmanned in the water and possibly
keeping someone else from getting launched.
87

People using the picnic and play areas currently spill over into and across the walking and biking paths, which can

5/31/2017 10:26 AM

make it more difficult to navigate through there. I hope the new concept recognizes and will address this "traffic jam" of
people...I assume yes!
88

No

5/31/2017 8:38 AM

89

Just the play space comments above.

5/31/2017 7:54 AM

90

Will there be pedestrian crossings added to Cedar Avenue and/or newly constructed parking areas to accommodate

5/31/2017 7:20 AM

the athletic areas? The additional 30 spaces isn't adequate for the number of people this area already attracts. Have
transportation studies been conducted regarding the proposed affect on the surrounding neighborhood? It is an
exceptionally busy and highly utilized space currently, and this plan does not look to alleviate any of that. Safety
doesn't appear to have taken a significant role in the planning of this space.
91

No

5/31/2017 7:06 AM

92

Eliminate ball fields, replace with natural area.

5/31/2017 6:47 AM

93

More flowers along the trail. Expand the butterfly garden. More sculpture.

5/30/2017 9:18 PM

94

Are the rectangles in the ball fields soccer fields ?

5/30/2017 6:43 PM

95

It would be nice to have access to faucets in the picnic and possibly the beach area.

5/30/2017 5:53 PM

96

Sandcastle restaurant is wonderful, so whatever can be done to enhance/improve the restaurant would be great.

5/30/2017 5:41 PM

97

Nope.

5/30/2017 3:57 PM

98

REALLY wish you had included a map of the existing area for side-by-side comparison with the concept A map.

5/30/2017 3:02 PM

99

No.

5/30/2017 11:46 AM

100

I wonder if having the infields close to trails means foul balls are more likely to hit walkers and bikers?

5/30/2017 11:14 AM

101

Could be nice to have a row or locked down beach chairs on the beach.

5/30/2017 10:45 AM

102

What are the usage statistics for these playing fields? Who uses them? Do we really need such a large amount of

5/30/2017 10:14 AM

space dedicated to playing fields? What other uses are there when not being used as playing fields, which in my
personal observation seems to be a lot of the time.
103

I am a fan of whatever concept allows for the most number of concurrently usable fields.

5/30/2017 9:52 AM

104

This is the only concept you should consider.

5/30/2017 9:47 AM

105

That's a lot of real estate for ballfields. I'm OK with that if the demand is there. I assume the soccer fields will stay in

5/30/2017 9:21 AM

the outfields.
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106

no.

5/30/2017 9:13 AM

107

Why does it look like Cedar Av side sidewalk just ends instead of going past 49th St and connecting to Creek

5/30/2017 9:13 AM

walkway? I like expanded rentals of canies/kayaks/standup boards/paddle bairds.
108

I'm curious how the creek in this concept differs from what it is now.

5/30/2017 8:58 AM

109

need to complete the walking path loop within the field area [west side of field, north from about 49th up to the creek

5/30/2017 8:56 AM

sidewalk]. . . make it easy for people to walk/roll from field to field, plus it feels safer to have little kids away from
Cedar Ave. replant lots of trees! many large mature ash trees were cut down this past year and the fields look really
exposed. no shade for spectators.
110

updated beach house can't happen soon enough!

5/30/2017 8:55 AM

111

Would love lock box furniture for rental storage of owned kayaks....i have trouble getting mine to the lake (live half mile

5/30/2017 8:38 AM

away) and some united que multi-purpose way to store it at the lake would be fabulous!
112

The biking trails should be smooth enough to accommodate roller skating as well. Use paving w/ smaller aggregate

5/30/2017 8:28 AM

and no cracks in sidewalks.
113

There are already copious amounts of baseball fields in the new Bossen Park construction, and there is therefore no

5/30/2017 8:28 AM

need to try and maximize the number of baseball fields here at Nokomis.
114

Is it possible to increase the width of some streets to improve on-street parking?

5/30/2017 8:18 AM

115

More multipurpose space. Less baseball/one use specific spaces.

5/30/2017 8:08 AM

116

Please build a skatepark that will provide entertainment for both skateboarder, scooters, rollers and bikers.

5/30/2017 8:07 AM

117

Underwhelmed

5/26/2017 8:50 PM

118

If you add more parking or change the existing parking, please include stormwater management changes that capture
and treat that run off before sending it into the lake.. My family and I swim there and would like it to be cleaner with

5/26/2017 4:17 PM

less green algae growth.
119

Are the light posts currently at Nokomis being moved or removed?

5/26/2017 1:40 PM

120

Should be a pinwheel with improved fields.

5/26/2017 1:15 PM

121

I would really like to see the north side of the park fields configured that way and a single field "baseball field" on the

5/26/2017 10:21 AM

south side.
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Q3 What do you like or dislike about
concept B?
Answered: 201

Skipped: 94

#

Responses

Date

1

Too many baseball/softball fields.

6/26/2017 11:56 PM

2

Same as concept A to me. I see fields are located differently...no real concerns either way.

6/26/2017 1:01 PM

3

I like that there is more space for activities that do not interfere with the softball. There is a lot more open space that
can be used for different activities and leisure that do not interfere with other groups.

6/24/2017 11:48 AM

4

It is a disaster waiting to happen to have the Northernmost (and eastern) field to have the outfield pointed toward the
road.

6/24/2017 9:19 AM

5

I like B more than A. It allows for at least some non-allocated green space for people to just play catch, toss a frisbee,
chase kids, whatever. I still think there should be a playset for younger kids preferably handicapped accessible. Again,

6/22/2017 9:06 AM

kudos on including a rugby field.
6

I like the the extra space for extra soccer fields for two teams to practice at once and it would also mean there is more

6/21/2017 2:41 PM

room for ultimate or the entire Gaelic team to have a tournament.
7

The layout seems to have more flexibility with filed use.

6/20/2017 2:24 PM

8

The Aussie field and one of the soccer fields can be in use at the same time, which is nice.

6/19/2017 8:55 PM

9

please include a rugby pitch. do we really need 6 baseball diamonds for a sport that is dying? interest levels in
baseball have been plummeting for a generation. replace one of the baseball fields with a rugby pitch.

6/19/2017 3:17 PM

10

The oval space in the middle appears bigger and there looks to be more option with the rectangle spaces.

6/19/2017 1:12 PM

11

Much better than concept A as you could install uprights for rugby, football and soccer without interfering with softball

6/19/2017 12:15 PM

12

Design Suggestion Opposes Design concept Would like to have simple coin lockers at Beach house, and more
hooks/benches in larger restrooms so could change clothes before/after swimming without having to put everything on
wet, dirty floor.

6/18/2017 5:04 PM

13

Athletic Fields Parking Supports Design Concept The space available for the oval between the diamonds is
limited, however the proximity of the parking lot to the oval is better

6/14/2017 11:40 PM

14

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like concept B better than concept A because there are definitely
more fields available. Obviously, I the best option would be a dedicated rugby pitch.

6/14/2017 1:17 PM

15

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Needs more field space and less softball fields.

6/14/2017 12:34 PM

16

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Won't work - the northern most diamond will have goal posts right
where short/2nd plays.

6/14/2017 10:33 AM

17

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept This will be somewhat abridged because many of my concerns from
concept A remain in concept B. LIKE: -the inclusion of an aussie rules football field. DISLIKE: -the oversaturation of
softball fields. -the lack of a dedicated rugby pitch -the new bike trail north of Minnehaha Parkway -sand volleyball pits
(due to endangering black walnut stand in that area)

6/14/2017 8:46 AM

18

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Still no rugby field.

6/13/2017 11:37 PM

19

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept Like the fact that there appear to be rugby-size pitches.

6/13/2017 11:24 PM

20

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept Placing of the diamonds

6/13/2017 9:51 PM

21

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Less sideline space than plan A

6/13/2017 9:14 PM

22

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Needs a rugby pitch

6/13/2017 7:45 PM

23

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept I like that there is room made for a rugby sized/shaped pitch on the
lower half of the design. I'm not sure if six softball/baseball fields are needed. Overall this concept is more diverse and
better than concept A.

6/13/2017 6:59 PM

24

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Softball takes up too much space. Plan A at least separated it enough
so it wouldn't affect the middle fields too much.

6/13/2017 6:10 PM
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25

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I feel this is the better concept for the renovation, leaving more space

6/13/2017 5:51 PM

26

Same as for A

6/13/2017 5:35 PM

27

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept It includes a variety of sports.

6/13/2017 5:30 PM

28

I can't compare A and B side by side I dislike this.

6/13/2017 5:23 PM

29

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept The northern portion seems cramped. Baseball fields could have home
runs hit into the street.

6/13/2017 4:58 PM

30

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept One of the softball fields is facing a rather busy road. Some of the
players in the adult softball league hit the ball well beyond the designated space for a field, balls will be hit into the
street.

6/13/2017 4:39 PM

31

Bike/Ped Access Opposes Design concept I do like the idea of a rugby pitch on the southwest corner of the
park. Not sure there would be a reason to have a 5th baseball diamond at that same location.

6/13/2017 4:34 PM

32

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept This is nice but there should be a rugby field instead of Australian rules
football. Rugby is more popular in the area. Larger community.

6/13/2017 4:22 PM

33

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Again, lack of rugby pitch. How many baseball diamonds does this city
need?

6/13/2017 3:50 PM

34

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept I dislike that there is no rugby pitch. Please put in a rugby pitch.

6/13/2017 3:27 PM

35

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Provides a better space for a rugby field

6/13/2017 3:18 PM

36

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept I like the area in southern part of the plan to be used for a Rugby pitch
for area school teams and Eastside Banshees Mens rugby club

6/13/2017 3:17 PM

37

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept Seems like more flexible space - good for other sports besides
softball/baseball

6/13/2017 3:06 PM

38

Same as A

6/13/2017 3:06 PM

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Looks good, probably better than A because it looks like there are

6/13/2017 1:56 PM

39

more soccer fields. Once again I'd suggest that the bottom or top field be zoned for rugby
40

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept like - soccer field could be replace by a rugby field

6/13/2017 1:37 PM

41

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Somehow seems less organized than concept A in the fields area.

6/13/2017 1:33 PM

42

See previous

6/13/2017 1:27 PM

43

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Same as A- should invest in other fields for other athletes. Also invest
some money in having fields that are actually level.

6/13/2017 1:27 PM

44

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept Plenty of space for rugby

6/13/2017 1:23 PM

45

Bike/Ped Access Supports Design Concept I appreciate the sectioned area south of the walking path. This
provides a more secluded area to dedicate to the sporting event be played there!

6/13/2017 1:20 PM

46

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept - Lots of athletic field space

6/13/2017 1:19 PM

Supports Design Concept It gives everyone a little more space, there would be more room for benches for

6/13/2017 12:53 PM

47

spectators, and wiggle room if there are multiple games going on at once!
48

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept I like the idea of implementing non-traditional sporting fields into the

6/13/2017 12:33 PM

Minneapolis parks system. The addition of the Australian rules football field is a great, and additionally I would love to
see a rugby field added to this concept as well! I am a member of the Eastside Banshees Rugby Football club based
out of Minneapolis, and we would love to be involved in this project as well! If the Australian football field can be
housed on top of the soccer and softball fields, I am sure that a rugby pitch could fit in this space as well. Specifically,
the southern portion of the park could fit a rugby field.
49

Athletic Fields Design Suggestion Supports Design Concept I like that seems better balanced and maximizes
possible alternative uses, including a designated spaced for Australian football and soccer.

6/13/2017 12:23 PM

50

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like how the fields aren't overlapping as much.

6/13/2017 10:27 AM

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like that it has large rectangular fields! They could be used for rugby,

6/13/2017 10:09 AM

51

soccer, lacrosse, and ultimate frisbee.
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52

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept i like the spacing of the soccer fields it looks like they can actually fit a
full size field.

6/13/2017 10:08 AM

53

I think they should have a dedicated field for rugby included in the concept. I am a member of the Eastside Banshees
Rugby Club. We practice every Tuesday and Thursday at Solomon Park a few minutes from Lake Nokomis and we

6/13/2017 8:32 AM

play our games in Eagan because we do not have a location in Minneapolis to have a home field. It would be
awesome to actually play in Minneapolis on a nice flat field with proper grass.
54

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept Again a predominance of baseball fields. But this model leaves the

6/13/2017 8:24 AM

bottom area that only has the one baseball field more open for other activities. Much better.
55

Leaves a weird amount of space on the south side of the park, not enough to do much athletically

6/13/2017 7:52 AM

56

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept Similar to concept A- I like that there is provision for a large field.

6/13/2017 7:25 AM

57

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like the field space in southern area

6/13/2017 6:30 AM

58

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like having less softball fields and more open spaces

6/13/2017 6:15 AM

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like more potential variety but would still like to see more variety

6/12/2017 11:13 PM

59

beyond syandard sports such as soccer and lacrosse
60

one of the sections seem to edge into requiring 3+ diamonds to close for a soccer pitch, rather than possibly just 2.

6/12/2017 11:01 PM

61

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept Like the plan includes "oval" space for other sports.

6/12/2017 9:40 PM

62

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept This would allow one baseball field to be used even if we are playing a
footy game

6/12/2017 9:22 PM

63

Opposes Design concept Glad the Aussie field is still on there. This one just looks more wonky then A.

6/12/2017 7:45 PM

64

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept I like option A better. This option isnt bad option A just looks better

6/12/2017 7:42 PM

65

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like this concept the best. The open field is great, and the ability to
play multiple sports or games at the same time. I also really like that the Australian Football Field is closer to the

6/12/2017 7:18 PM

parking lot which will allow for better loading and unloading of gear.
66

Design Suggestion Opposes Design concept While concept B includes much of what I like from design A (i.e. a
dedicated space for a regulation-size cricket ground), placing the soccer pitches perpendicular to each other may pose

6/12/2017 4:41 PM

a problem when two games are played simultaneously as shots off-goal will always come onto the other field.
67

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I prefer concept B to concept A due to the more central location of the

6/12/2017 4:15 PM

AFL field. The softball fields still fit in seamlessly, and having three soccer fields is still a possibility.
68
69

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like concept B there is more room for grass played sports

6/12/2017 4:09 PM

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like this design over plan A as it allows more open green space for

6/12/2017 3:16 PM

activities. I do not play softball/baseball.
70

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like the Aussie Rules field size and location. I like the additional

6/12/2017 1:45 PM

soccer field on the south end to use as a secondary field if the main Aussie rules field is busy. I like that this option is
not as "softball heavy" and seems more multi-use.
71

72

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like that it keeps a large area open to be utilized for rugby, soccer,
Australian rules football and ultimate Frisbee. These large uninterrupted spaces are difficult to find in Mpls.

6/12/2017 1:27 PM

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept Open field space that could be used for hurling, gaelic football, and

6/12/2017 1:02 PM

australian football
73

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept Like the flexibility. We can use both sides for football .

6/12/2017 12:50 PM

74

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept Like the separation of oval and rectangle fields. Means more than one
field sort can use the park. Like having less softball fields.

6/12/2017 12:49 PM

75

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I prefer this over Concept B because the soccer fields are less
crammed together.

6/12/2017 12:32 PM

76

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like that it can fit an oval field.

6/12/2017 12:23 PM

77

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like the Australian football field

6/12/2017 12:16 PM

Supports Design Concept I like this design. There is more versatility for field use.That soccer-sized field would be

6/12/2017 12:03 PM

78

used a lot!
79

This allows for a full Australian rules football field and gives us space to have spectators around the field.
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80

I prefer B to A. This concept has enough open space (more than A) south of the walkway for an additional small
football game to go on simultaneously with the larger space.

6/12/2017 11:53 AM

81

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept This plan also accommodates sports like Gaelic Football/Hurling,
Ultimate Frisbee and Australian Rules football that require a large flat field surface.

6/12/2017 11:24 AM

82

Athletic Fields Parking Supports Design Concept More parking is always welcome. A purpose built Australian
rules football field in the twin cities would be a great achievement for the district!

6/12/2017 10:51 AM

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept This an excellent design for large filed sports to be played. Our

6/12/2017 10:28 AM

83

Australia rules Football club has played and practiced in the existing area for over 10 years and we are unable to play
on a full sized footy field.
84

I don't have an opinion about the fields.

6/12/2017 8:44 AM

85

Sorry. Other than a different configuration for the ball fields, I don't see a difference.

6/10/2017 10:20 PM

Opposes Design concept Supports Design Concept Seems like the field layout in concept A would work better

6/8/2017 9:11 PM

86

for spectators and players.
87

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Too much baseball

6/8/2017 3:19 PM

88

Design Suggestion BEACH VOLLEYBALL. Move it.

6/8/2017 1:32 PM

89

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept Fewer baseball fields is better, still seems like a lot.

6/8/2017 12:44 PM

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like the soccer emphasis, but would be good to see something where

6/8/2017 12:41 PM

90

nets are up for more frequent use.
91
92

Opposes Design concept I still don't see much difference from concept A. I am still waiting to be impressed.

6/8/2017 12:31 PM

Trees and Natural Habitat I can't tell on my phone how this is different than A. Side to side comparisons would be

6/8/2017 1:21 AM

useful. Like a, i would prefer native or edible plants
93

Is there any room for soccer anywhere?

6/7/2017 9:49 PM

94

Trees and Natural Habitat Same comment as stated for concept A.

6/7/2017 9:41 PM

95

I like the new bike trail on the other side.

6/7/2017 8:16 PM

96

Opposes Design concept Trees and Natural Habitat Looks essentially the same as a

6/7/2017 6:09 PM

97

Seems like the diamonds closer to Cedar Ave would be nice and accessible.

6/7/2017 3:32 PM

98

I like that it has one less baseball/softball field. The South end of the park looks to have a lot more diverse uses.

6/7/2017 3:02 PM

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Again, I'd like to lose the oddly placed ball fields. There is a huge need

6/7/2017 1:39 PM

99

for multi-purpose athletic fields in the TC, there would be no problems renting them out. You could put two mp fields at
the north end, another right below them above the walking path, and then still have the 1 ball field/mp field at the
southwest corner.
100

Opposes Design concept plan A IS BETTER!

6/7/2017 12:23 PM

101

I prefer concept B, primarily because the southern play area (between Cedar Ave. and southern end of parking lot)

6/7/2017 10:59 AM

has free space for the community, room for such sports as Frisbee or a quiet area to relax without all the confined
spaces and activity areas provided closer to the lake (picnic, volleyball, beach etc.)
102

As someone who doesn't use the ball fields, I don't have an opinion on the configuration of that space.

6/7/2017 9:41 AM

103

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like the addition of the soccer field

6/7/2017 9:02 AM

104

Less athletic field space

6/7/2017 8:03 AM

105

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept The Northeast adult size softball field could be dangerous to drivers
along the parkway.

6/7/2017 7:44 AM

106

Opposes Design concept Completley dislike see comments for concept A.

6/7/2017 2:30 AM

Opposes Design concept Trees and Natural Habitat Again, the use of the space is not natural. This would only

6/6/2017 11:34 PM

107

feel accessible by athletes who have signed up for baseball.
108
109

sailboat marina.

6/6/2017 11:17 PM

Athletic Fields Design Suggestion Opposes Design concept I don't like that the northeast baseball field is

6/5/2017 9:46 PM

"aiming" toward leisure areas with small children, pedestrians and vehicles.

4/8

Attachment: Attachment C: Survey Monkey Field Design Concepts (2017-233 : Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park Master Plan Amendments)

6.2.c

Nokomis-Hiawatha Master Plan Amendment

Packet Pg. 108

6.2.c

Nokomis-Hiawatha Master Plan Amendment
I am not a player on the field, so I will pass on commenting on the field configuration. I do like the additional parking

6/5/2017 9:32 AM

spaces off of Lake Nokomis Parkway for the softball/baseball players. And I like the addition of the walkway/trail down
from Cedar.
111

112

Opposes Design concept Supports Design Concept I like that there's more space for trees but still an ample
number of diamonds.

6/4/2017 11:10 PM

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Still too many ball fields. Is this all that people are wanting to do with

6/4/2017 9:39 PM

that space in the park?
113

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Same comments as concept A. Do not reduce the quantity of softball

6/4/2017 7:29 PM

fields. Do not realign the creek.
114
115

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept Like the groupings

6/4/2017 12:29 PM

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept Positives: + I like the large open grass that can be used for

6/4/2017 10:15 AM

multifunctional uses (e.g.: softball, frisbee, picnicking, kite flying). + Only one southern ballfield seems a better fit in that
space over Plan A + I like more softball diamonds next to each other to support shade trees used by
benches/spectators Concerns: - Packing all the ball fields creates an absence of trees in the open park area. The
removal of trees makes the open park spaces less inviting to picnicking and informal uses and even ball game
spectators. I'd prefer a better balance of Trees and ballfields. - The non-parallel soccer fields is a concern with shots
that miss goal interrupting other game. 116

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Not a fan of field layout .

6/4/2017 9:49 AM

117

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Looks less efficient than concept A

6/4/2017 9:02 AM

118

No opinion

6/3/2017 9:43 AM

119

I can't tell the difference between Concept B and Concept A. Maybe showing them side-by-side would help people

6/2/2017 11:49 AM

compare.
120
121

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Still not sure how sports other than baseball will be configured.

6/2/2017 10:48 AM

Athletic Fields Design Suggestion Opposes Design concept Seems to utilize space more efficiently than

6/2/2017 10:35 AM

concept A. Would still like a dog park in the southern most corner by 51st St.
122

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept I don't like the layout of baseball fields as much.

6/2/2017 8:48 AM

123

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept The base/softball fields seem too squished.

6/1/2017 9:58 PM

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept See previous comment on concept A. We don't need more athletic

6/1/2017 7:17 PM

124

fields.
125

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Underutilized area compared the concept A

6/1/2017 6:52 PM

126

Supports Design Concept I like this more than A

6/1/2017 6:03 PM

127

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Dislike: overlapping/facing outfields, not as safe as in concept A. Also
one less field. Space doesn't seem as well utilized as in A.

6/1/2017 3:29 PM

128

Supports Design Concept Like the location of the hot dog parking lot better. Like that there is more green space.

6/1/2017 2:46 PM

129

Supports Design Concept I like that part of the fields are open for free form play and recreation.

6/1/2017 2:34 PM

130

no comments

6/1/2017 12:49 PM

Bike/Ped Access Supports Design Concept Looks outstanding! Love the path cutting across (starting at 50th and

6/1/2017 10:39 AM

131

Cedar).
132

Supports Design Concept Nothing. The only difference I see between the two looks like the sport field layout. I

6/1/2017 10:37 AM

don't care about the sports field. I just care about the refyirant, beach, picnic area
133

Opposes Design concept Parking Still worried about parking. With traffic on cedar it gets very busy I'm that area.

6/1/2017 10:37 AM

134

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I guess another non-baseball field is a slight improvement.

6/1/2017 10:21 AM

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept Expanded parking on ball field side of road. Would require cutting

6/1/2017 8:03 AM

135

down large trees. Plenty of room in existing beach lot. Convert to free parking, and people will use it.
136

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept A little bit more open area is nice, but the three upper left fields look

5/31/2017 10:15 PM

tight.
137

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept Like the extra soccer field as people are playing more soccer
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138

The sidewalk along the east side of Cedar Av between MnHaha Pkwy and East Nokomis Parkway has disappeared.

5/31/2017 8:14 PM

139

I honestly don't see the difference between A and B. I still question the sand volleyball courts.

5/31/2017 6:54 PM

140

Less cluttered

5/31/2017 6:51 PM

141

I think this is a better field layout, allowing for larger soccer fields to be used.

5/31/2017 2:27 PM

142

Supports Design Concept Seems compact and varied use of space

5/31/2017 1:36 PM

Opposes Design concept Trees and Natural Habitat Too much human use. Needs more conservation/wild

5/31/2017 12:32 PM

143

areas. Stop with all the stupid mowing. We don't need lawns everywhere.
144

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept You lose one ball field, but get more open area at the south end of the

5/31/2017 11:16 AM

park for trees or just running around. You may have issues with flying balls into traffic on the parkway at the north end
field.
145
146

Same things as concept A. I have no opinion about the configuration of athletic fields.

5/31/2017 10:29 AM

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Dislike the arrangement of softball fields--the southernmost field should

5/31/2017 10:21 AM

face away from Cedar Avenue.
147

Better with more room to play soccer and other sports

5/31/2017 10:13 AM

148

What is different, really? I can't tell.

5/31/2017 9:08 AM

149

Supports Design Concept Renovated beach house

5/31/2017 8:38 AM

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like the soccer and rugby fields. I like that the bike and walking path

5/31/2017 8:19 AM

150

are separated. It would be nice just to have some open space for folks to use.
151

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I think the layout of the soccer fields is a little better in this layout.

5/31/2017 7:55 AM

152

Parking Supports Design Concept This plan doesn't appear as overwhelming as concept B, however similar
parking and safety concerns remain.

5/31/2017 7:23 AM

153

No comment-I don't use these

5/31/2017 7:07 AM

154

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Baseball doesn't belong here.

5/31/2017 6:48 AM

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Dislike: fewer diamonds. Other drawing has seven. Is that a cricket field

5/31/2017 5:36 AM

155

in the middle? Not many cricket players in this neighborhood.
156

Opposes Design concept looks like the main difference is the orientation of the ball fields. I think I like A better.

5/30/2017 11:52 PM

157

Opposes Design concept Set up of fields looks weird

5/30/2017 9:19 PM

158

Opposes Design concept Restaurant on the lake is nice. Still feels like baseball fields are a waste of space

5/30/2017 8:19 PM

159

I would have liked to see A & B side by-side before I commented as I really don't see that much difference. Generally

5/30/2017 5:56 PM

looks good, but there is no information on bathrooms!
160

No preference or like/dislike vs. concept A.

5/30/2017 5:44 PM

161

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Avoid having any softball/baseball fields facing any road

5/30/2017 4:51 PM

162

Supports Design Concept I like more open areas here.

5/30/2017 3:57 PM

Trees and Natural Habitat REALLY wish you had included a map of the existing area as well as all 'concept' maps

5/30/2017 3:16 PM

163

for side-by-side comparison. Just noticed in this one you want to realign the creek: I would hope you'd give thought to
trying to manage the creek for fish. I realize that goes beyond the Nokomis/Hiawatha plan, but I have always felt sad at
the thought of how sterile this beauty is that flows through my South Minneapolis life. It meant much to me to hear
recently of sightings of stray Northerns and walleye, and I would love it if Parks could pay more attention to making
Minnehaha Creek a sustainable home to fish (and fisher-folk). Those measures required to achieve that would only
enhance the appeal to the public at large.
164

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept Like - parking for athletic fields - the variety of fields / should even suit

5/30/2017 2:58 PM

football in fall
165

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Eliminate the one, most southern ball field.

5/30/2017 1:15 PM

166

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like this better than the 1st one. fields seem more spread out.

5/30/2017 12:15 PM

167

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept Like. 1 less specialized field.

5/30/2017 11:58 AM

168

Opposes Design concept See comments from A, they appear to apply here too.

5/30/2017 11:47 AM
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169
170

Supports Design Concept I like having more sports options in addition to softball.

5/30/2017 11:31 AM

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like that there is room for more than one kind of field (i.e. softball AND

5/30/2017 11:15 AM

soccer).
171

Trees and Natural Habitat I like the green spaces, trails, canoe/kayak rental, restaurant, outdoor seating,

5/30/2017 10:46 AM

naturalized shoreline, beach. Not sure about realigning the creek - I hope this is beneficial to the environment and the
animals in that habitat.
172
173

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like more soccer fields.

5/30/2017 10:46 AM

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I would prefer this concept, only because I don't see the need for so

5/30/2017 10:17 AM

many playing fields.
174

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept doesn't seem to work as well as A

5/30/2017 10:11 AM

175

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Parking The South softball field is facing Cedar Avenue. Potential
balls hit into traffic. Not enough parking.

5/30/2017 10:03 AM

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept I prefer the layout of the softball diamonds in concept A. Concept B

5/30/2017 9:49 AM

176

appears messy. The soccer fields don't make as much sense in this option.
177

Nothing

5/30/2017 9:48 AM

178

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept Like--flexibility for soccer fields Dislike--decreased softball fields

5/30/2017 9:41 AM

179

I prefer concept B.

5/30/2017 9:35 AM

180

Opposes Design concept Parking Dislike: There's too much parking. We want less motor vehicle traffic in the
park, not more. Building more parking will encourage more people to drive. Then, they have to cross the Parkway

5/30/2017 9:22 AM

midblock to get to the activity centers.
181

Athletic Fields Bike/Ped Access Design Suggestion Trees and Natural Habitat More Native symbols or

5/30/2017 9:15 AM

refernces in design. Wondering why walkway on Cedar Av doesn't go past 49th St and connect in complete circle.
182
183

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept Seems like you get more fileds for soccer. I think that is good.

5/30/2017 9:14 AM

Trees and Natural Habitat if this plan is chosen, will all the space south of the most southern soccer field become a

5/30/2017 9:00 AM

naturalized area like a woods or prairie?
184
185

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept The layout of the ballfields seems more awkward in this one.

5/30/2017 8:59 AM

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept I prefer the arrangement of the athletic fields in concept A. It seems to

5/30/2017 8:58 AM

make more sense from a planning standpoint and arrangement, at least in plan view.
186

Parking Supports Design Concept i don't mind added parking

5/30/2017 8:56 AM

187

Where does the realigned creek go? Like picnic shelters.

5/30/2017 8:41 AM

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept This concept is great for the southern portion allowing for a full soccer

5/30/2017 8:32 AM

188

field. This space would then allow soccer games as well as Aussie Rules Football games and trainings in addition to
the northern portion of the space. This is great because the MN Freeze Australian Rules football club conducts men's
and women's trainings and games often at the same time on Saturdays, and having the full soccer field on the
southern part would allow for games and trainings to be occurring on the two spaces at the same time.
189

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept I like that there are less sports fields and more open lawns for multi-

5/30/2017 8:30 AM

use recreation.
190

Athletic Fields Supports Design Concept The soccer fields look bigger than concept A. The aussie field disrupts

5/30/2017 8:28 AM

less softball fields if they are in use.
191

Bike/Ped Access Design Suggestion Opposes Design concept The picnic areas on the north side are way too

5/30/2017 8:25 AM

far from a restroom facility and trash collection points. It is highly likely that the picnic area will have garbage and
debris left behind on a regular basis, which attracts rodents, etc. In addition to being unsightly. Shared bike/pedestrian
trails generally result in conflict. It would be best to make it a pedestrian only trail. More parking is needed.
192
193

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept I think the layout of the fields are better in plan A.

5/30/2017 8:20 AM

Supports Design Concept Love that the boat house is getting attention, addition of sand volly ball, and that there is

5/30/2017 8:18 AM

picnic area near creek.
194

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept I do not like that the outfield of one field goes into the street. I do not
like that is cannot hold as many soccer fields. I would like to see more emphasis on soccer, and less on
softball/baseball.
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195

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept I like that most of the fields "face" inward and not toward the street

5/30/2017 8:09 AM

not be in use in order to be used.
196

Opposes Design concept Concept B also does not include a skatepark.

5/30/2017 8:09 AM

197

Athletic Fields Opposes Design concept The ball fields look weird and disorganized

5/27/2017 3:57 PM

Athletic Fields It appears there May be a greater variety of fields, which I like. I'm unclear what else is different from

5/26/2017 10:29 PM

198

concept a.
199

You reconfigured the baseball diamonds?! And I should care, why?

5/26/2017 8:51 PM

200

I really don't like the huge volume of paved surfaces being added. The lake already has a pollution problem doesn't it?

5/26/2017 4:23 PM

Should more impermeable surfaces really be added? I don't think so. I like that there are soccer fields, we need more
of them in the city!!
201

Same concerns.

5/26/2017 4:10 PM
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Q4 Do you have any other comments on
concept B?
Answered: 74

Skipped: 221

#

Responses

Date

1

No.

6/26/2017 1:01 PM

2

Is there enough parking?

6/22/2017 9:06 AM

3

no

6/20/2017 2:24 PM

4

please include a rugby pitch

6/19/2017 3:17 PM

5

Can the lower right diamond be moved further south to allow more room for the oval?

6/14/2017 11:40 PM

6

The lowermost field looks like the best option for a rugby pitch. We could even put a few stands on the west side of
the field

6/14/2017 1:17 PM

7

My rugby club the Eastside Banshees are based in the local area and this concept would give the club a great
opportunity to have a great field to practice and play on! Rugby is growing concederably across the states and notably

6/13/2017 6:59 PM

in Minnesota. A rugby field would be of great benefit to the local community!
8

I am hoping that one of those fields is a rugby pitch. It is definitely an up and coming sport with some MN's playing at a
high level which will bring youth into the sport.

6/13/2017 5:30 PM

9

Again my response for concept A. As a current coach for high school rugby and men's rugby in south Minneapolis, I

6/13/2017 4:34 PM

would very much like to see a rugby pitch lined on these plans. It is very close to the same size of the soccer pitch and
can be used to grow such an amazing team sport. Two national players Garrett Bender and Nate Augspurger came
out of the high school (Southside Barbarians) and senior men's (Eastside Banshees RFC) team that currently use Ed
Solomon Park just down the way from Nokomis. Although very spacious, it is extremely uneven with the random large
pieces of concrete exposing the surface. Rugby is vastly growing rapidly and I can't think of a better location in south
Minneapolis than this park at Nokomis. The Eastside Banshees is a non-profit organization who have been around
Minneapolis since 1977 that donates much of their time giving back to the community and helping grow this sport at
the high school level. Please consider making one of these fields a place both of these squads can proudly call home.
10

It needs space for a rugby field; something that is lacking in the south Minneapolis area.

6/13/2017 4:22 PM

11

How many Aussie rules football players are there in Minneapolis compared to rugby players? Probably a lot more
rugby players.

6/13/2017 3:50 PM

12

Provide a dedicated rugby field, use for soccer too

6/13/2017 3:18 PM

13

A rugby pitch in mpls on lake nokomis would be great for bringing out family and friends to partake in the other
amenities of the park as well when the game is over

6/13/2017 3:17 PM

14

Put one in

6/13/2017 3:06 PM

15

like - soccer field could be replace by a rugby field

6/13/2017 1:37 PM

16

See previous

6/13/2017 1:27 PM

17

Same as above

6/13/2017 1:27 PM

18

I would reiterate my comments from concept A -- thanks!

6/13/2017 1:20 PM

19

- Would this be able to accommodate a rugby field?

6/13/2017 1:19 PM

20

I think making the bottom rectangle field into also a rugby pitch would be a great idea so that anyone using it would be

6/13/2017 10:27 AM

safe from foul balls.
21

I'm unsure what the large oval in the middle of the top is for.

6/13/2017 10:09 AM

22

again would like to see space for a rugby field with fixed uprights.

6/13/2017 10:08 AM

23

Add a rugby pitch to the concept. There are countless high school teams that are also looking for space to practice and
play in Minneapolis rather than driving down to Eagan to play or practice.

6/13/2017 8:32 AM

24

Right along the creek putting an open area with rugby posts on either end. Incredibly easy to setup and maintain.

6/13/2017 8:24 AM
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The eastside banshees rugby club have been practicing near this location for nearly forty years and having a rugby

6/13/2017 6:30 AM

field carved out would be a great addition to this park. Rugby is growing at an extremely fast rate. If the southern field
could be used for this, it would be fantastic
26

Can one of the soccer fields be a field for rugby. Currently my team,Easeside Banshees RFC is looking for a new field

6/13/2017 6:15 AM

27

If there was less focus on baseball style and sports and more towards soccer/lacrosse/rugby i could see a lot more
usage in these fields throughout any given week in season. I play on a rugby team called the Eastside Banshees that
generally practices at Solomon Park not far from Nokomis. Our club sees these options as a great opportunity to bring
more field based sports to the area where no dedicated fields area currently exists for any sports seen on Solomon or

6/12/2017 11:13 PM

any nearby park today. If there were dedicated fields for rugby, soccer, or even ultimate frisbee i could guarantee you
would see these fields constantly used almost all year round.
28

None

6/12/2017 9:22 PM

29

Option A seems to be a better design

6/12/2017 7:42 PM

30

I am a part of the MN Freeze and love this concept. We would love to have permanent posts, or at least removable
posts which are of higher quality than our usual PVC pipe and if we had a way to attach the posts with a cover, then
we wouldn't continually be pounding posts into the ground.

6/12/2017 7:18 PM

31

Please make sure there are trees planted around the field perimeter for shade for any spectators watching the sports.

6/12/2017 1:45 PM

Access to water and amenities for the sports teams would be nice too.
32

I prefer this concept over Concept A.

6/12/2017 12:32 PM

33

I like this design the best.

6/12/2017 12:03 PM

34

See my comments on Concept A. Thumbs up on a renovated beach house! Hope this includes more, modern and
accessible restrooms, and use as a warming house for ice rinks in winter. Like the re-meandered creek. Also like
new/added trees? Please DON'T add more asphalt (new parking area) to this park. There is already too much
pavement in this park... adding to higher temperatures and increased runoff. And encourages more single occupancy

6/10/2017 10:20 PM

vehicle use.This is not a sustainable solution! Transportation is changing! Shared vehicle use and automated
driverless vehicles will soon be the norm. Let's SEE this more sustainable future!
35

No

6/8/2017 3:19 PM

36

Looks like a picnic shelter space could be used on the west side. Open concept- roof with tables under-neath. Similar

6/8/2017 12:41 PM

to pavilion in Richfield down the road.
37

I don't know enough about softball to know which field positioning is better, other than that the plans look similar to me.

6/7/2017 7:10 PM

38

Would like to have the two plans next to each other to compare

6/7/2017 3:32 PM

39

Look how dense the uses are on the East side of the parcel compared to the West side fields. If you ran cost/density

6/7/2017 3:02 PM

of use/revenue models against the actual use would you have this many ballfields?
40

I would like to see a sand volley ball court

6/7/2017 9:02 AM

41

No

6/7/2017 7:44 AM

42

See above.

6/7/2017 2:30 AM

43

No

6/6/2017 11:34 PM

44

no

6/6/2017 11:17 PM

45

I would have liked a brief summary of changes accompanying this diagram for comments to be addressed/focused on

6/4/2017 10:15 AM

these changes.
46

No opinion

6/3/2017 9:43 AM

47

Develop more natural area to south if this is adapted.

6/1/2017 6:52 PM

48

no comments

6/1/2017 12:49 PM

49

No

6/1/2017 10:37 AM

50

I don't get the baseball field dominance. They are rarely all filled and seem to require a lot of maintaince.

6/1/2017 10:21 AM

51

I like it better than concept A.

6/1/2017 8:03 AM

52

No

5/31/2017 6:54 PM

53

None

5/31/2017 8:38 AM
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54

No.

5/31/2017 7:55 AM

55

No

5/31/2017 7:07 AM

56

Replace with natural area.

5/31/2017 6:48 AM

57

I don't use the athletic fields so I don't really have an opinion on the design.

5/30/2017 7:25 PM

58

How will the usage of soccer fields vs baseball fields be managed?

5/30/2017 6:46 PM

59

It would be nice to have access to faucets in the picnic area for cooking/cleaning purposes and possibly the beach

5/30/2017 5:56 PM

area for washing hands.
60

No preference or like/dislike vs. concept A.

5/30/2017 5:44 PM

61

I do not see a need for expanding the beach.

5/30/2017 12:11 PM

62

No.

5/30/2017 11:47 AM

63

I wonder if having infields close to parking means foul balls are more likely to hit parked cars?

5/30/2017 11:15 AM

64

I am a fan of whatever concept allows for the most number of concurrently usable fields.

5/30/2017 9:53 AM

65

Sorry concept B, concept A is the best choice.

5/30/2017 9:49 AM

66

Add Native design features and refernces.Connect walkway.

5/30/2017 9:15 AM

67

no

5/30/2017 9:14 AM

68

complete the walking path connection to all the fields (heading north along Cedar)

5/30/2017 9:00 AM

69

no

5/30/2017 8:56 AM

70

Please consider a storage shed for local organizations. E.g., to store cones, flags, and/or goal posts for local sports

5/30/2017 8:32 AM

clubs such as Australian Rules Football, Ultimate Frisbee, soccer, Gaelic Football, and Hurling.
71

What does need to be done to ensure that a skatepark design shows on either options.

5/30/2017 8:09 AM

72

See my comments regarding parking in concept a.

5/26/2017 10:29 PM

73

Underwhelmed again

5/26/2017 8:51 PM

74

If you add more parking or change the existing parking, please include stormwater management changes that capture
and treat that run off before sending it into the lake.. My family and I swim there and would like it to be cleaner with

5/26/2017 4:23 PM

less green algae growth. Comments for urban ag zone: Why isn't this sort of thing being proposed in North
Minneapolis? This part of town is wealthy, we also have a lot of grocery stores and a farmer's market. We do not lack
for food options. I can't imagine that a food forest is cheap to implement or care for, if the city really needs one, it
should be created in a neighborhood that needs more food access, not one where all the hipsters are demanding it in
their back yard to avoid a trip to the organic orchard. Be smart about these sorts of investments! Please be sensible
with our tax dollars.
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Q5 Do you have any comments on
the designated urban agriculture area along
the east side of Lake Hiawatha?
Answered: 126

Skipped: 169

#

Responses

Date

1

What would happen to the bike trails running through that area? I hope they would stay.

6/26/2017 1:04 PM

2

We run on the trail on the east side of Hiawatha so would like to keep access to that.

6/26/2017 12:31 PM

3

I can't wait for it!!

6/24/2017 9:22 AM

4

I don't live in that area, but I think anything that teaches or leans toward sustainability is a great thing and should be
promoted.

6/22/2017 9:08 AM

5

Leave it alone - Fix the park house up and get some programs started fore the kids in the neighborhood.

6/21/2017 3:00 PM

6

I think it's a great idea to have a foraging woodland.

6/21/2017 2:42 PM

7

I would not like it along 27th Ave between the creek and parkway.

6/21/2017 2:18 PM

8

I'd prefer managed turf for picnics and people and not urban ag.

6/20/2017 10:28 PM

9

Please do not do this at all until alternative options are explored. The overlay should not go over the entire park.

6/20/2017 3:16 PM

10

The urban ag area should take into account area that is restored wetland and leave it untouched but I support the
urban ag area otherwise because nobody really uses that area anymore.

6/14/2017 9:04 AM

11

No

6/13/2017 7:00 PM

12

As Minneapolis progresses this is going to be a treasure in the community in the short future and beyond.

6/13/2017 5:56 PM

13

No

6/13/2017 5:36 PM

14

So cool!

6/13/2017 4:59 PM

15

None. It looks well organized.

6/13/2017 4:41 PM

16

This is nice.

6/13/2017 4:23 PM

17

Great idea!

6/13/2017 3:50 PM

18

Support Strongly in support.

6/13/2017 2:06 PM

19

Isn't this the side of the lake that always floods?

6/13/2017 1:27 PM

20

Support This looks awesome!

6/13/2017 1:20 PM

21

None

6/13/2017 1:20 PM

22

no

6/13/2017 12:54 PM

23

Support I favor it.

6/13/2017 12:24 PM

24

No

6/13/2017 10:28 AM

25

nothing at this time.

6/13/2017 10:11 AM

26

Support I think it's a great idea.

6/13/2017 10:10 AM

27

None

6/13/2017 8:33 AM

28

Support I bike along this area often and it was wasted space. An urban treasure would be great

6/13/2017 8:25 AM

29

no

6/13/2017 7:25 AM

30

No

6/13/2017 6:30 AM

31

Support Urban agriculture is great

6/13/2017 6:17 AM

32

Suggestion Support I like the layout but may want to do something to the surrounding area next to the main
road(s). Those areas will deteriorate quickest as an agricultural area.

6/12/2017 11:15 PM
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33

.

6/12/2017 11:01 PM

34

As long as the path stays its fine.

6/12/2017 7:45 PM

35

no

6/12/2017 4:15 PM

36

Support No, apart from considering this is good

6/12/2017 1:46 PM

37

Support Like the location

6/12/2017 12:50 PM

38

No comment

6/12/2017 11:54 AM

39

Why not both A and B

6/12/2017 11:25 AM

40

Oppose Doesn't seem compatible with the current recreational/picnic use.

6/10/2017 10:26 PM

41

Support I think it's a great idea, as long as the vegetation doesn't grow out of control, or attract large animals or lots
of additional mosquitoe habitat.

6/8/2017 9:17 PM

42

No

6/8/2017 3:20 PM

43

I think it's about time that Hiawatha was put to better use--I would prefer the entire area become a natural landscape

6/8/2017 1:35 PM

that was resilient to weather and temperature.
44

This is a picnic spot for many minneapolis families, it is often crowded in the summer. Why turn it over to a small group
of people who want to farm in the city at everyone else's expense?

6/8/2017 1:18 PM

45

This seems natural to use this space this way. Right now it is a small awkward space between road and lake, would be
nice for more urban wild feel.

6/8/2017 12:43 PM

46

Support Wow, now are talking! This is a step in the right direction. South Minneapolis should be at the forefront of
innovative and new parks. If Theodore Wirth were 25 years old in our current society he would very much like how this

6/8/2017 12:38 PM

takes things to a new level! Good Work!
47

Support I'm very glad you're experimenting with urban ag. This has the potential to build community and encourage
people to grow their own produce. That said, I'm concerned about how much work fruit trees are. How will the pests
be controlled? Who will clean up the mess? If these tasks bring the community together, great! But if we need to use

6/8/2017 12:07 PM

pesticides and there's a big fruit mess in the parks....
48

Support The more the better!

6/8/2017 9:02 AM

49

This is an amazing idea! Would love to see it here and elsewhere

6/8/2017 1:23 AM

50

Like it

6/7/2017 9:50 PM

51

Great idea!

6/7/2017 9:43 PM

52

It would be nice, that part of the park is plain and doesnt draw me in.

6/7/2017 8:19 PM

53

No

6/7/2017 7:11 PM

54

Good idea

6/7/2017 6:10 PM

55

I like it.

6/7/2017 3:20 PM

56

Looks good

6/7/2017 3:05 PM

57

Is there a specific reason it's being proposed for the East side, but not the West side?

6/7/2017 1:41 PM

58

I would expand the agriculture area to the west side replacing the golf course, because of the continual problems with

6/7/2017 11:13 AM

run-off and excessive pumping. The golf course continues to sink, which makes it non-viable as a golf course in the
near future!
59

I am confused by the map. Is the location of the proposed urban agriculture area the entire area shaded in orange or
is it the small area referenced by the arrow?

6/7/2017 9:49 AM

60

I love this idea! I think it is a huge opportunity for people in the city to reconnect with nature and growing things. I
believe the use could be varied including some space for natural landscape and some for woodland and community

6/7/2017 8:56 AM

gardens. Awesome!
61

It's disapopinting that this is only being considered on the east side. I understand many conversations have taken
place about the future of the golf course, but it would be nice to have public access around the entirety of Lake

6/7/2017 8:52 AM

Hiawatha.
62

Looks fine

6/7/2017 8:04 AM

63

Essential for our present and future.

6/7/2017 2:34 AM
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64

I like that this would be accessible for all, and that local, sustainable plants are the focus.

6/6/2017 11:37 PM

65

See below form, my comment got this message: The comment you entered is in an invalid format.

6/6/2017 10:46 PM

66

I am not ready to give up on the idea of keeping the beach area. I also much prefer the open area for picnicking and
free form play. I am not in favor of either habitat or urban ag areas.

6/4/2017 9:45 PM

67

Who determines what urban agriculture is? Is this a fancy term for community gardens?

6/4/2017 7:32 PM

68

We just planted 300 trees in that area -- now you want to plow them under to put ag fields there? Foolish!

6/4/2017 3:54 PM

69

Does this remove the beach?

6/4/2017 12:30 PM

70

I use and enjoy the current open grass and shade tree layout of the southern side of lake.

6/4/2017 10:26 AM

71

Love it!

6/4/2017 9:04 AM

72

How exciting! (I also wonder about alternative uses for the golf course)

6/3/2017 9:47 AM

73

I like the idea, but unsure how urban agriculture is defined

6/2/2017 11:52 AM

74

Great!!! Please do it and create a walking path around the lake.

6/2/2017 11:51 AM

75

You gust planted a lot of trees in this area. How will designation of urban agriculture area impact those trees?

6/2/2017 10:51 AM

76

Only concerns are about run-off and chemical use for an urban agricultural area. If pesticides are used it will damage
the ecosystem of the lake.

6/2/2017 10:39 AM

77

Please make a walking path going around the lake!

6/2/2017 8:56 AM

78

Just ensure it is the most sustainable, cost-effective option---something that will require less care/maintainance from

6/1/2017 10:01 PM

the park board.
79

I like it.

6/1/2017 7:20 PM

80

Prefer a more intensive use of this area

6/1/2017 6:55 PM

81

where will kids go to play?

6/1/2017 6:06 PM

82

I like the added picnic/shelters/restrooms. Would prefer not to lose the beach.

6/1/2017 3:33 PM

83

So glad the City is willing to make changes in this area!

6/1/2017 10:41 AM

84

No, my understanding is that Hiawatha is not a clean lake to swim in. I don't mind the beach loss.

6/1/2017 10:40 AM

85

As long as there is still paths to walk and bike while enjoying the lake.

6/1/2017 10:38 AM

Oppose The urban agriculture will involve impossible maintenance and is a pipe dream of people who have never

6/1/2017 10:25 AM

86

farmed. This is a picnic location for a lot of families throughout the summer. I would hate to lose it.
87

I like that it won't be reserved for golfers only. Lived here 55 years and have never been able to use that park space

6/1/2017 8:14 AM

because i am physically disabled. I wish we create a park for disabled use only. Seems unfair to designate so much
space for people with able bodies, and not think about the disabled community.i wish we could create a quiet space
without bikes, runners, and other fast moving people so the disabled could have a safe spac to enjoyrelax.
88

With all of the new trees just planted, will we need to remove these trees for this area? Also, who will maintain the
trees / bushes on a daily basis? Is there any concern of over usage of urban area and ensuring fruit does not become

5/31/2017 10:27 PM

diseased ridden?
89

Yes- leave soccer field by recreation center. Overall love this idea!

5/31/2017 10:15 PM

90

I prefer the park th way it is with open areas for frisbee, picnics, etc. I like the new trees that have been planted

5/31/2017 6:58 PM

recently, but a few need to be straightened out.
91

I like the open space and picnic areas near the lake. I don't want to see a large fruit tree only grove in such a small

5/31/2017 6:56 PM

beautiful area along the lake.
92

How about more conservation/wild areas. Less human use.

5/31/2017 12:33 PM

93

I think it is an odd use of land that is adjacent to a lake, creek and wetlands.

5/31/2017 11:23 AM

94

Its very important to have natural habitat at the lake front.

5/31/2017 11:21 AM

95

Positive--so long as tennis courts are kept.

5/31/2017 10:22 AM

96

Will this plan impact what's in store for the golf course. Would like to see that as an wildlife area, not golf course.

5/31/2017 10:15 AM

97

Is this permittable? Is this regional park land?

5/31/2017 9:09 AM
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98

Any opportunity that we have to restore natural habitat, we should TAKE IT!

5/31/2017 9:03 AM

99

I really like natural habitat areas more. I would love to see this area around Lake Hiawatha closer resemble Lake

5/31/2017 8:42 AM

Nokomis' areas that include prairies, native plants and attract bees and butterflies
I do not like the concept of an ur an farm at all. People. An plant up their backyards if they want a garden. That is

5/31/2017 8:24 AM

what my grandparents did. I think it was will be a complete eyesore. I think it will cause problems because a vocal few
will take it over. If folks want large plots of land for gardening they should move to the country. I think this a very bad
idea. This just for a few people - not the whole community.
101

Looks good!

5/31/2017 7:56 AM

102

Will this area be maintained by MPRB? WIll there be walking trails? I think it looks like a positive addition to the area,

5/31/2017 7:27 AM

as long as affected neighborhors have been consulted.
103

No

5/31/2017 7:19 AM

104

It's not big enough. Good start, golf course should also be included so we can eliminate golf and grow a FOOD

5/31/2017 6:49 AM

FOREST!
105

I prefer natural habitat. Urban AG seems expensive with little benefit.

5/31/2017 5:37 AM

106

I think it's a bad idea being put forward by a vocal minority of citizens who think we can create some kind of garden of

5/31/2017 12:01 AM

eden in the city. creating it might be possible. sustaining and maintaining it sounds much more difficult in the long run
so I lean much more towards a naturalized landscape.
107

It seems time consuming and expensive to keep up. If not well maintained and monitored I believe it would be a

5/30/2017 10:23 PM

regrettable use of the area. What examples of successful urban ag areas is this being modeled after? How can we
ensure it will be well maintained and aesthetically pleasing? Most of the urban ag areas I have seen are not.
108

This is not a good idea. I do not want our park turned into someone elses garden.

5/30/2017 8:37 PM

109

I like the idea, but what's happening to that Park and pool? I like it there...

5/30/2017 8:21 PM

110

Its rather difficult to grow apple trees without spraying. I don't imagine that would be popular.Raspberry, mulberry

5/30/2017 6:58 PM

would be great to forage in, but the season is short. How will the area be managed the other 11 months of the year?
ie invasives, noxious weeds, etc.
111

Looks good!

5/30/2017 5:59 PM

112

No preference, not sure what the point is.

5/30/2017 5:47 PM

113

I believe this area was selected because of the number of families of color who picnic on this side of the lake to take

5/30/2017 4:50 PM

advantage of the large open area to gather; provides several options for all ages to find ways to play and/or fish . It is
right on a bus line making a perfect gathering point for a cross section of south Minneapolis residents to enjoy the
space.
114

is it big enough?

5/30/2017 3:59 PM

115

Would love that there.

5/30/2017 3:58 PM

116

I don't like it. Not all sites are large enough to try to be all things to all people. When I'm out walking or biking I'm

5/30/2017 3:25 PM

interested in seeing anything I can that's a little wilder-looking. I can see gardens anywhere in the city, but not the
green vistas uninterrupted by structures and the formality of gardens that are available to me in the parks. Some parks
have space to burn (Calhoun, e.g.) - Hiawatha does not.
117

It is unclear how big an area or type of agriculture.

5/30/2017 2:52 PM

118

And who is going to care fo it? I dont think this is feasible.

5/30/2017 12:55 PM

119

If it prevents the preservation of the 18 hole golf course I am opposed to the expansion onto current course property.

5/30/2017 12:16 PM

120

See next Field. This one is too small for all the things I need to say.

5/30/2017 12:09 PM

121

DO NOT LIKE LOSS OF BIKE/RUNNING PATH!!!

5/30/2017 11:57 AM

122

We walk, run and bike along the eadt shore of lake hiawatha. If urban agriculture takes away this access we are

5/30/2017 11:35 AM

opposed to new plan. We want to keep that area open to recreation.
123

Great Idea. I think it should be considered on the West Side as well. I also think a year round trail around Hiawatha is
very important.
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124

This is a very large shaded area. Would other uses be affected--playground, picnic areas, trails? Also, my experience

5/30/2017 11:19 AM

with growing apples, pears, raspberries, and blueberries in my yard is that they require a lot of work and attract many
pests. My yard is covered with apples that have been attacked by pests or have been partially eaten by squirrels and

125

I am concerned about agricultural run-off and how the rules for gardening would be written to manage that.

5/30/2017 10:48 AM

126

I like this idea- as long as it does not interfere with the natural habitat that is already there or disrupt the animals in

5/30/2017 10:47 AM

that area.
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Q6 Which do you prefer?
Skipped: 29

Habitat Area:
Naturalized...

Urban Ag Area:
Foraging in ...

No Preference

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Habitat Area: Naturalized Landscape

37.22%

99

Urban Ag Area: Foraging in a Woodland Environment

47.37%

126

No Preference

15.41%

41

Total

266
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Design

Feature

SUMMARY of Comments

Example Comments

Athletic Fields Concept A

Fields

Many residents were confused on a shared athletic
space would look like. Many were concerned that
there was too much space devoted for baseball that
would conflict with soccer or footy. Many residents
expressed that need for dedicated soccer since nearby
parks like Bossen have ball feilds. 30 respondants
criticized the ball fields. 23 respondants praised the
inclusion of soccer. A few respondants were
concerned that the southern most ball fields could hit
balls into parking lot or parkway

"I like how many fields are on this design,
however if one baseball field is being used all
the football/soccer field would be unusable."
"There is no soccer? With the new
baseball/softball fields at Bossen, we could use
some sport diversity."

Athletic Fields Concept A

Parking

Most respondants who mentioned parking cited the
need for more parking. Those who wanted less
parking mentioned environmental concerned on the
lake. Many want parking to be free.

"Parking is a mess around there so I'm not sure
30 [new spots] would be enough." "Please
DON'T add more asphalt (new parking area) to
this park. There is already too much pavement
in this park... adding to higher temperatures
and increased runoff."

Trees and Natural Habitat 25 respondants mentioned the need for either more
natural habitat or more trees for shade.

"I like the naturalized creek and wonder if that
many baseball fields are needed."

Athletic Fields Concept A
Athletic Fields Concept A

Athletic Fields Concept A
Athletic Fields Concept B

Beach Renovations

There was resounding support for expanding the
beach, rennovating the beachhouse, adding a
restaurant , and adding beach volleyball.
Bike and Pedestrian Access Residents supported expanding the trails throughout
the park.
Fields
More respondants liked this design than concept A.
Some still voiced concern that there were too many
baseball fields, that fields overlapped, and that fields
faced roads.

" I like the volleyball courts!"

I like the proposed bike trail north of
Minnehaha parkway
"This would allow one baseball field to be used
even if we are playing a footy game" "I like this
design. There is more versatility for field
use.That soccer‐sized field would be used a
lot!"
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Design

Athletic Fields Concept B

Urban Agriculture Area

Feature

SUMMARY of Comments

Example Comments

"Too much human use. Needs more
conservation/wild areas. Stop with all the
stupid mowing. We don't need lawns
everywhere."

Trees and Natural Habitat As with the comments to Concept A, many voiced
concerns that there was not enough natural space,
though respondents slightly preferred this concept
because there was more open space not included in a
field that could be open.

"This is a very large shaded area. Would other
uses be affected‐‐playground, picnic areas,
trails? Also, my experience with growing
apples, pears, raspberries, and blueberries in
my yard is that they require a lot of work and
attract many pests."

There was broad support for Urban Agriculture in the
designated area, but a few concerns. Some folks
wanted to keep the picnic space and walking biking
trails through the park. Others were concerned about
who would maintain the agriculture. Our poll
indicated that respondents preferred urban
agriculture over natural habitat.
Habitat Area: Naturalized landscape
38.06%

Urban Ag Area: Foraging in a woodland
Environment
48.18%

Urban Agriculture Area Results
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6.3

Resolution 2017-234
Resolution Approving Encroachment Permit for Use of 1009 Square Feet of Land in
Front of the Subject Property at 2823 Dean Parkway Encroaching Upon a Parkway
Within the Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park, and Collecting Appropriate Fees
Associated with This Encroachment, with the Understanding that the Encroachment
Permit be Irrevocable Unless There is No Longer a House on the Property or the
Property Owner Obtains Access to the Garage from the Alley
Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities;
Whereas, MPRB governs, administers, and maintains Dean Parkway located within the
Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park;
Whereas, The home located at 2823 Dean Parkway was originally constructed in 1959 with a
driveway extending to Dean Parkway, and in approximately 2012, the driveway was repaired or
reconstructed as part of a remodeling of the home, retaining the garage access to Dean
Parkway;
Whereas, Doughiska, LLC, the owner (Owner) of 2823 Dean Parkway, is requesting an
encroachment permit for a driveway to access the garage for 2823 Dean Parkway;
Whereas, 2823 Dean Parkway is next to a path leading from Dean Parkway to the Greenway;
Whereas, Due to City of Minneapolis ordinances, the owners of 2823 Dean Parkway were
unable to obtain alley access to the garage from the alley;
Whereas, Due to the unique location of the home next to the Greenway, and because Owner is
unable to obtain alley access to the garage, the driveway cannot be moved to a location where
it is not encroaching onto MPRB park land;
Whereas, Due to the unique location of the home and garage, the Owner has requested that
the standard language in MPRB’s encroachment permit allowing for termination and removal of
the encroachment by MPRB be amended to provide that MPRB may require the driveway be
moved but not removed unless in the future there is no longer a home on the property or if
access to the garage can be obtained from the alley;
Whereas, The Owner has complied with all current MPRB encroachment procedures in applying
for a permit; and
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Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs;”
RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve the encroachment permit request
submitted by Doughiska, LLC for use of 1009.00 square feet of land owned by the MPRB in front
of the subject property at 2823 Dean Parkway encroaching upon the parkway within the
Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park, and collecting appropriate fees associated with this
encroachment, with the understanding that the encroachment permit be irrevocable unless
there is no longer a house on the property or the property owner obtains access to the garage
from the alley; and
RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO:

Planning Committee

FROM:

Michael Schroeder,

DATE:

July 12, 2017

SUBJECT:

Resolution Approving Encroachment Permit for Use of 1009 Square Feet of Land in
Front of the Subject Property at 2823 Dean Parkway Encroaching Upon a Parkway
Within the Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park, and Collecting Appropriate Fees
Associated with This Encroachment, with the Understanding that the Encroachment
Permit be Irrevocable Unless There is No Longer a House on the Property or the
Property Owner Obtains Access to the Garage from the Alley

BACKGROUND
This action considers approving the encroachment permit request from Doughiska, LLC (Owner)
to encroach upon park property at Dean Parkway within the Minneapolis Chain of Lakes
Regional Park. The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) of Commissioners maintains
authority for review of any encroachment request for MPRB property.
The request is to serve a lot and home at 2823 Dean Parkway. The majority of the houses along
Dean Parkway have their garages in the back and access to them via the alley. The home at
2823 Dean Parkway, which is next to the Greenway entrance, has historically had a driveway
out to Dean Parkway.
The set-back of the home at 2823 Dean Parkway, which was originally on the property, was in
violation of the current set-back ordinance; but the home location was grandfathered when the
current ordinance was passed. The Owner wanted to tear down the home on the property and
construct a new home with the garage in the back with access via the alley. However, the City
of Minneapolis (City) considered the project to be “new construction” and as such, took the
position that it would not “grandfather” the new home’s violation of the set-back ordinance.
The effect of the City’s position was that the Owner would have to take down the house and
follow the current set-back ordinance; given the size of the lot, this was not feasible. Rather
than attempt to obtain a variance, the Owner worked closely with the City to devise plans to
work under the remodel ordinance, which requires that there be a less than 60% change to the
home. The Owner’s architects had to go to a very detailed level with the City to stay under the
60% threshold. Keeping the garage facing front was critical because they could not stay under
the 60% threshold and move the garage.

Resolution 2017-234
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The Owner has complied with the MPRB’s recommendation to make application for an
Encroachment Permit and have also provided a survey of the premises for MPRB and for legal
review.
The total fee for the proposed encroachment permit is $36,981.49. This fee covers the 1009
square feet of encroachment that represents the driveway extension to 2863 Lake of the Isles
Parkway East (Property) from the existing driveway on MPRB land. Additionally, there is an
$800 administrative fee to cover staff time for reviewing the proposal and preparing
documentation.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve the encroachment permit request
submitted by Doughiska, LLC for use of 1009.00 square feet of land owned by the MPRB in front
of the subject property at 2823 Dean Parkway encroaching upon the parkway within the
Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park, and collecting appropriate fees associated with this
encroachment, with the understanding that the encroachment permit be irrevocable unless
there is no longer a house on the property or the property owner obtains access to the garage
from the alley.
This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan:
Vision Theme 3:
Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse
community needs
Goal:
Focused land management supports current and future
generations
ATTACHMENTS:
•

Attachment A - 2823 Dean Pkwy - Encroachment Permit Application

(PDF)

•

Attachment B - Exh A to Encroachment Permit App - Legal Description

(PDF)

•

Attachment C - Exh B to Encroachment Permit App - Survey

•

Attachment D - 2823 Dean Pkwy - Encroachment fee calculation sheet

•

Attachement E - Encroachment Permit

(PDF)
(PDF)

(PDF)

Prepared By: Christine Downey,, Strategic Planning
Review:
Cindy Anderson
Completed
06/29/2017 12:36 PM
Adam Arvidson
Completed
06/29/2017 1:54 PM
Michael Schroeder Completed
06/29/2017 4:37 PM
Planning Committee Pending
07/12/2017 5:10 PM
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Jayne Miller

Completed

Resolution 2017-234

07/02/2017 7:52 PM
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EXHIBIT A
LEGAL DESCRIPTION
Lot 24 and that part of Lot 23 lying South of the North 25 feet thereof, Lake Calhoun Addition to
Minneapolis
Hennepin County
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Parcel size (sf)
2017 Assessment
(For Taxes Payable 2018)

SUBJECT

Adjacent property

Adjacent property

2823 Dean Pkwy

2815 Dean Pkwy

Waived **

8,856

7,333

$285,900

$300,800

Land assessed value/sf

$32.28

$41.02

Mean average

$36.65

ENCROACHMENT AREA
(SF)
ENCROACHMENT FEE

1009
$36,981.49

**: Ok per MPRB staff to use only one adjacent propety given subject is located on a corner and no other parcel appears
similarly situated
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ENCROACHMENT PERMIT
This Permit Agreement is made effective as of ___________________ , 2017, by and
between the CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS ACTING BY AND THROUGH ITS PARK AND
RECREATION BOARD (Licensor) and Doughiska, LLC, a Minnesota limited liability company
(“Licensee”). “Licensee” shall also include all future fee owners of the Licensee Property as
defined below.
WHEREAS, Licensor has received an Application for an Encroachment Permit
requesting that Licensee, its successors and assigns, be permitted to install, maintain and use an
encroachment within property owned by Licensor and legally described as:
See Exhibit A attached hereto
(“Licensor Property”); and
WHEREAS, Licensee requests the Encroachment Permit for the benefit of property
owned by Licensee and legally described as:
Lot 24 and that part of Lot 25 lying South of the North 25 feet thereof, Lake Calhoun
Addition to Minneapolis
(“Licensee Property”).
NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows:
1. Grant of License. Licensor, in consideration for the payments and agreements herein
contained, does hereby grant to Licensee a License permitting Licensee to maintain and use the
existing driveway on Licensor's property (“Permitted Encroachment”) in the locations described
above and in the site diagram attached hereto and made a part hereof as Exhibit A (“Licensed
Premises”), so long as such Permitted Encroachment does not interfere with Licensor's use of
Licensor's property. Licensor acknowledges the presence of the existing driveway (the Permitted
Encroachment) and agrees that the Permitted Encroachment does not constitute interference with
Licensor’s use of the Licensor Property. Licensee shall have the exclusive right, as to the public
at large, to use that portion of the driveway which lies easterly of the shared use path (the
“Exclusive Portion”). Licensor may use the Exclusive Portion but only to the extent that such use
does not interfere with Licensee’s use of the Exclusive Portion. Licensee shall have the
nonexclusive right to use that portion of the driveway which is shared with the adjacent sidewalk
(the “Shared Portion”).
2. Use of Licensed Premises. The Licensee may use the Licensed Premises subject to the
requirements and conditions of this License and ordinances and policies of Licensor.
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3. Plan Approval. Licensee shall submit to Licensor for approval the plans, details and
specifications for any applicable installation, maintenance and use of the Permitted
Encroachment on the Licensed Premises prepared and signed by a licensed engineer registered
in the State of Minnesota.
4. Compliance with Laws. Licensee shall obtain all permits and approvals required by
local, county, state and federal laws and regulations applicable to the Permitted Encroachment by
Licensee on the Licensed Premises, and shall install, relocate, maintain and use the permitted
encroachment on the Licensed Premises in full compliance with such laws and regulations.
5. Licensee's Obligations of Maintenance and Repair. Upon commencement of this
License, Licensee acknowledges that the Exclusive Portion is in good order, condition and
repair. Licensee shall, at its sole expense, maintain, operate, repair, remove, and replace all
equipment and improvements for the Exclusive Portion. Licensee shall, at all times, keep and
maintain the Exclusive Portion in clean and sanitary condition, free of all debris and shall not
commit waste or nuisance on the Licensed Premises.
6. Utilities. The Licensee shall pay all costs resulting from the alteration or relocation
of any and all public or private utilities made necessary in connection with the Permitted
Encroachment.
7. Indemnity. Licensee hereby indemnifies and holds Licensor and Licensor's officers,
employees, board members, agents, representatives, Licensees, and invitees, and their successors
and assigns, harmless from and against all actions, causes of action, claims, costs, damages,
expenses (including reasonable attorneys' fees and expert and other fees and expenses), fines,
judgments, liens, penalties, obligations, and suits arising out of, relating to or resulting from
Licensee's installation, relocation, use or removal of the Exclusive Portion, or the failure to keep
the Exclusive Portion in good condition and repair, except for the negligent or intentional torts of
the Licensor.
8. Licensee's Insurance. During the term of this License, Licensee shall maintain, in full
force, comprehensive general public liability insurance covering the legal liability of Licensor
against claims for bodily injury, death or property damage incurring on or about the Exclusive
Portion in the amount of $1,000,000.00 per occurrence of bodily injury and $500,000.00 per
occurrence for property damage. All such policies shall be issued by an insurance company or
companies reasonably acceptable to Licensor and shall name Licensor (specifically naming the
City of Minneapolis and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board) and Licensee as insured.
Licensor does not intend by this insurance provision to waive applicable municipal tort liability
limits.
9. Removal and Restoration. Upon revocation or termination of the License, Licensee
shall remove the Exclusive Portion at its sole cost and expense. Promptly after the installation
or removal of the Permitted Encroachment, the Licensee shall replace and repair the Exclusive
Portion to a condition reasonably acceptable to Licensor.
10. Damage to Licensee's Property. Licensee, as a material part of the consideration to be
rendered to Licensor under this License, hereby waives all claims against Licensor for all
damage or injury to persons or property of any kind in, upon or about the Licensed Premises
from any cause arising at any time except for claims arising from the gross negligence or willful
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misconduct of Licensor, its officers, board members, agents, employees, contractors, Licensees
(other than Licensee) and invitees of Licensor.
11. Access by Licensor. Licensor, or its duly authorized agents, may enter the Licensed
Premises at all reasonable times for the purpose of inspecting the Licensed Premises or making
any repairs, alterations or improvements which Licensor, in its sole discretion, deems necessary.
12. Transfer. Licensee shall not sell, assign or in any way transfer any of its rights in this
License, or permit this License to be transferred without the prior written consent of Licensor, which
consent will not be unreasonably withheld. Notwithstanding the forgoing, this License shall be
recorded and shall run with the land, and any future fee owner of the Licensee Property shall be
deemed a Licensee for purposes of this License.
13. Modification of License. If Licensor determines that the Licensed Premises or some
portion thereof is needed for Licensor’s use and that the Permitted Encroachment must be
relocated, Licensor shall give Licensee a written 90-day notice of the need to relocate the
Permitted Encroachment. Licensor and Licensee shall mutually agree on the new location of the
Permitted Encroachment. Licensor shall be responsible for obtaining or granting all necessary
governmental approvals, construction, and all other costs associated with any such relocation of
the Permitted Encroachment, and shall do so in a commercially reasonable manner. Any such
modification of this License shall be memorialized in a writing that shall be recorded.
14. Termination of License. This License shall not be revocable if there is a residence on
the Licensee Property and the Permitted Encroachment is used as the driveway access to the
Licensee Property. Upon ninety (90) days’ written notice, Licensor may terminate this License if
there is no residence on the Licensee Property or if the residence is rebuilt such that driveway
access can be obtained from the alley which runs along the eastern edge of the Licensee Property.
15. Termination for Default. In the event of a default of any term or condition
contained herein, and if the Licensed Premises is no longer necessary for access to the Licensee
Property as described in Paragraph 14, the defaulting party shall be entitled to sixty (60) days
written notice specifying the nature of the default. In the event the default is not corrected within
said sixty-day period, or a cure is not commenced for a default requiring more than sixty (60) days
to cure with the defaulting party diligently pursuing correction, the nondefaulting party may elect
to (1) terminate this license immediately and the obligations of that party as specified herein shall
thereupon cease, or (2) if the default may be cured by the expenditure of money may, but without
obligation, and without limiting any other remedies which it may have by reason of such default,
cure the default, charge the cost thereof to the defaulting party and the defaulting party shall pay
the same forthwith upon demand.
16. Cumulative Rights. No right or remedy herein conferred upon or reserved to
Licensor is intended to be exclusive of any other right or remedy herein or by law provided, but
each shall be cumulative in addition to every other right or remedy given herein.
17. Effective Waiver or Forbearance. No waiver by Licensor of any breach by Licensee of
any of its obligations, agreements or covenants hereunder shall be a waiver of any subsequent
breach or of any obligation, agreement or covenant, nor shall any forbearance by Licensor of its
rights and remedies with respect to such or any subsequent breach constitute such a waiver. No
waiver, change, modification or discharge by either party hereto of any provision in this License
shall be deemed to have been made or shall be effective unless expressed in writing.
MPRB Encroachment Permit, Page 3
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18. Notice. Any notice or other communication required or provided to be given under
the License shall be in writing and shall be sufficiently given and shall be deemed given when
delivered personally or when mailed by certified United States mail, return receipt requested,
postage prepaid, addressed to the party's address as follows:
If to Park Board:

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
2117 West River Road North
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55411
Attn: Real Estate Department

If to Licensee:

Current Owner
2823 Dean Parkway
Minneapolis, MN 55416

19. Miscellaneous Provisions. This License and the attached exhibits embody the entire
agreement between the parties. This License cannot be amended, altered or modified and no
provisions can be waived, except by a written instrument executed by the party affected. The
headings and captions of the paragraphs and subparagraphs of this License are inserted for
convenience of reference only and shall not constitute a part of this License or a limitation on the
scope of any paragraph or subparagraph. Whenever possible, each provision of this License shall
be interpreted in such manner as to be effective and valid under applicable law, but if any
provision of this License is held to be invalid, illegal or unenforceable under any applicable law
or rule, such provision will be ineffective only to the extent of such invalidity, illegality, or
unenforceability without invalidating the remainder of this License. The License shall be
construed in accordance with and governed by the laws of the State of Minnesota. This License
may be executed in two or more counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, but all
of which together shall constitute one and the same document.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have hereto caused the foregoing Encroachment Permit
to be executed below.
CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS, ACTING BY
AND THROUGH ITS PARK AND
RECREATION BOARD

By_______________________________
Its President

By_______________________________
Its Secretary
STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN

)
) ss.
)

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ______________ day of
_____________________ 2017, by Liz Wielinski and Jennifer B. Ringold, the President and
Secretary, respectively, of the City of Minneapolis, acting by and through its Park and Recreation
Board, on behalf of the Park and Recreation Board.

_________________________
Notary Public
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DOUGHISKA, LLC

By_______________________________
Its _______________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN

)
) ss.
)

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ________ day of
_______________________, 2017 by ____________________________.

___________________________
Notary Public

THIS INSTRUMENT WAS DRAFTED BY:
MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD
2117 WEST RIVER ROAD
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55411
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EXHIBIT A
PARK BOARD PROPERTY AND ENCROACHMENT AREA

That part of Dean Parkway (formerly known as Dean Boulevard), being a part of Government
Lot 6, in Section 32, Township 29 North, Range 24 West of the 4th Principal Meridian, in
Hennepin County, Minnesota, as shown on the attached map lying west of the Licensee
Property line labeled as the Licensed Premises, and further delineated as the Exclusive Portion
and the Shared Portion.
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7.1

TO:

Planning Committee

FROM:

Michael Schroeder,

DATE:

July 12, 2017

SUBJECT:

Hiawatha Golf Course Assessment of Pumping

BACKGROUND
The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) and the City of Minneapolis (City) initiated
a second phase of assessment of pumping of groundwater from Hiawatha Golf Course early in
2017. The goals for that work were, generally, to:
•

•
•

•

Further understand implications for pumping at the current volume, building on
information gained from the first phase of the work and generate new information
needed to support a recommendation for water management;
Consider options for pumping, including options for continued pumping at the current
volume, reduced pumping volumes, and no pumping;
Provide an assessment that considers topics beyond water management, including
gaining input on use of the property for any water management option, sustainability of
possible solutions, and cost/benefit scenarios for options; and
Review regulatory parameters related to pumping of groundwater and any necessary
changes.

During the course of the work, several meetings were conducted with the public. Meetings
were also conducted with representatives of regulatory bodies with jurisdiction over pumping
or issues related to changes that might result from the work. At the time this work was being
done, and related to a memorandum of understanding approved by the Board of
Commissioners, staff of the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District has been involved in reviews
of the options and the final alternatives.
Staff pursued these general tasks with the intention of bringing a recommendation related to
water management to the Board of Commissioners during July. To more fully frame the process
proposed by staff, a decision related to water management will follow three steps:
1. MPRB staff will present the water management assessment and its recommendation to
the Board of Commissioners at its meeting on July 12, 2017; the information will be
presented as a discussion item, so no decision will be made at this meeting.
2. The Planning Committee of the full Board of Commissioners will review staff’s water
management recommendation at its July 19, 2017 meeting. Because the decision
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regarding water management impacts upon an existing park use and because of the
high level of interest in any changes that might occur for Hiawatha Golf Course, staff
proposes that the July 19, 2017 meeting include a public hearing.
3. Assuming action by the Planning Committee on July 19, 2017, the full Board of
Commissioners will consider the committee’s recommendation at its meeting on August
9, 2017.
The information that follows offers a general summary of the assessment. While abbreviated in
this narrative, MPRB and City staff, along with the consulting team, have generated
considerable technical information. That information, once reviewed by MPRB and City staff,
has been posted to the MPRB’s website.
Through the end of June, the MPRB and the City have continued their assessment of pumping
at Hiawatha Golf Course. While a range of options have been developed and considered, two
alternatives that best address the project’s objectives were selected for additional assessments
including quantifying potential impacts screening for sustainability, and performing a benefitcost analysis. Both alternatives would protect nearby private properties from groundwater
intrusion which is one of the primary goals of the MPRB and the City, as well as the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources (MnDNR), the agency with authority to regulate groundwater
pumping.
•

•

Alternative A perpetuates pumping of 242 million gallons of groundwater annually;
continues pumping stormwater from the neighborhood west of the property (~66
million gallons per year); creates an open channel through the golf course to address
stormwater issues and trash in the neighborhoods north of the property; and maintains
the current 18-hole golf course.
Alternative B reduces groundwater pumping to 94 million gallons per year; eliminates
pumping of stormwater; creates an open channel through the property to address
stormwater issues and trash in the neighborhoods north of the property; realigns
Minnehaha Creek; maximizes water quality treatment; and introduces new uses to the
property.

At a public meeting June 21, 2017, MPRB and City staff summarized the Envision (sustainability
screening tool) and AutoCase (benefit-cost tool) findings. The assessment demonstrates that
Alternative B meets the objectives of the MPRB, the City and Minnehaha Creek Watershed
District, reduces total pumping by 70 percent, maximizes water quality treatment, alleviates
flooding in the watershed to the north of the property, and offers the potential of mitigating
trash inflow to Lake Hiawatha.
From a long-term ecological perspective, a reduction of pumping is important to the MPRB. The
golf course was constructed on a former wetland with organic (peat) soils that have historically
settled at locations throughout the golf course. Parts of the golf course will continue to settle,
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and while the rate is likely less than when the golf course was originally constructed, the
continued settlement of the land within the golf course area will result in the need for
increased pumping into the future, especially if maintaining the area as a golf course.
Continuing to pump at the current volumes presents impacts related to soil subsidence. By
pumping less, the area of soil subsidence can be greatly reduced by maintaining higher
groundwater levels throughout the golf course area and the uses in the park and ultimately the
site design can better accommodate future settlement.
The assessment also considered the potential for creating a 9-hole golf course on the property
in a reduced pumping scenario. Trends and data, researched by the MPRB golf staff and
presented at public meetings, suggest a 9-hole golf course is not financially viable and would be
not supported by most golfers who typically prefer 18-hole courses.
A comparison of uses for each alternative was also presented. While this information continues
to be refined, the number of users for Alternative A, when golf, winter use, and expanded use
of the clubhouse are considered, are less than one-half to one-third the number of users when
a wider range of recreation concepts are considered under Alternative B. In addition, when the
potential use of the property is compared to the range of uses developed by participants at
earlier meetings, Alternative B best captures an opportunity for developing a greater range of
uses for diverse users. Alternative B also presents the potential for a greater range of landscape
types, habitats, and restorations, which promotes the ecologic integrity of the property. The
most significant change would be the elimination of turf grasses to introduce, restore or
enhance wetlands, upland areas, connected floodplains, and the creek.
Both alternatives present significant regulatory hurdles. A host of permits from several local,
state, and federal agencies are necessary to implement both alternatives. Most significant is the
procurement of an appropriation permit from the MnDNR that allows for the pumping of
groundwater from the property. MPRB and City staff understand the preference of the MnDNR
is Alternative B because of the significant reduction in pumping while protecting nearby private
properties as well as the range of benefits related to ecologic function, flood reduction, and
water quality that are possible. From a regulatory review perspective, and recognizing that no
application for permits has occurred, Alternative B is viewed as the more viable long-term
water management option.
The sustainability screening and benefit-cost analyses, which consider quality of life, resource
allocation, climate and risk and return of investment, suggest Alternative B adds greater value
to the public realm, offers more opportunities for use for diverse users, effectively manages
water resources, and results in greater shared ecological resources. While each alternative
demonstrates greater benefits than costs, the benefits of Alternative B are significantly greater
than those of Alternative A.
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Depending on the water management alternative selected by the Board of Commissioners, the
path forward will vary. A summary of the path for that would be followed for each alternative
includes:
Alternative A: MPRB staff will update and complete its appropriations permit application.
Upon completion of the regulatory review and a favorable outcome related to the volume
of groundwater pumping, golf course planning and design will commence.
Alternative B: The Board of Commissioners will convene a 9-12-month master planning
process that includes an appointed Community Advisory Committee. Upon adoption of the
master planning process, final design and engineering will proceed, as well as permitting
and regulatory reviews.
Hiawatha Golf Course will remain open and maintained during either process until at least the
end of the 2019 golf season. The MPRB will continue to work with the MnDNR during that time
based on direction that allows for continued pumping during a period while the formal
application for groundwater pumping is prepared.
MPRB staff has received considerable input from public meetings conducted to date as well as
communications by email and telephone calls. In general, the general messages offered by the
range of input offered include:
•
•
•
•
•

Retaining an 18-hole golf regardless of any parameters for permitting placed by the
MnDNR;
Creating a 9-hole golf course in a reduced pumping scenario;
Establishing areas for a food forest either with or without a golf course;
Establishing a new set of recreation uses should a water management solution require
closing of the golf course; and
Being thoughtful about the implications of groundwater pumping with respect to
environmental concerns and impacts on neighbors.

With that, there is no clear guidance that can be established related that range of input. It is
important that uses be considered in the context of a water management solution, and based
on processes related to those described for the two alternatives.

RECOMMENDATION
This item is for discussion only.
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Prepared By: Cindy Anderson, Executive assistant for Planning Division, Design and Project
Management
Review:
Cindy Anderson
Completed
06/30/2017 9:19 AM
Cliff Swenson Completed
07/02/2017 8:17 PM
Michael Schroeder Completed
06/30/2017 9:52 AM
Jayne Miller Completed
07/02/2017 8:16 PM
Planning Committee Pending
07/12/2017 5:10 PM
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